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Fit to Print?

By Micah Sachs, with reporting by Millie
Dawson

We investigated Jewish newspapers'
policies on printing interfaith wedding
announcements. The results may surprise
you.

Read More
The "P.G."--Preacher's Girlfriend © |
By Magin McKenna

No one was more surprised than Magin
when she fell in love with a "big Jesus
freak."

Read More
By Julie Daneman

- Five months after they started to blog about
their interfaith wedding plans, Julie and
Bryan reach the Big Day.

Read More
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Revised Resource on Interfaith Weddings

Guide to Weddings for Interfaith Couples (PDF) (also
available in Word format)
By InterfaithFamily.com

We've updated our weddings guide to include comprehensive
information about Jewish weddings, how to find a rabbi to
officiate, tips for planning interfaith weddings and much more.
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My Jewpanese Wedding
By Paul Golin

East meets East Side in a Jewish wedding with Japanese
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flourishes.

When Life Gets in the Way of Planning a
Wedding
By Faye Rapoport DesPres

A Jewish-Catholic couple overcomes two mothers' ilinesses,
one rabbi's rejection and another rabbi's last-minute
hospitalization to have a beautiful, life-affirming wedding.

Picture This: Old Photographs, New Life
By Heather Lazar

Marrying a Nepalese Hindu causes a Jewish woman to reflect
on her Jewish past, and her interfaith future.

Our Non-Religious Jewish Wedding
By Naomi Rockler-Gladen

She wants a Jewish wedding. He wants nothing to do with
religion. Can they make it work?

News
InterfaithFamily.com Hires Rabbi
By JTA Staff

Rabbi Lev Baesh joins IFF to counsel interfaith couples, and
help them find a rabbi for their wedding.

To Officiate or Not?
By Nancy Fromson

Only one rabbi in Boston's North Shore officiates at interfaith
weddings--although others offer advice and support.

Arts and Entertainment

Interfaith Celebrities: Brittany Murphy's "Rabbi" Husband
and "American Idol's" Jewish Judges
By Nate Bloom

Are Brittany Murphy and Simon Cowell Jewish? Plus a few
more crumbs about R. Crumb and the conversion story of
Mare Winningham.

Docudrama
Jd By Michael Fox

W

Angelina Jolie stars as the Buddhist wife of the Jewish Daniel
Pearl in A Mighty Heart.

Truth of Pearl
a By Michael Fox
7

A Mighty Heart director Michael Winterbottom wanted his film
to be as accurate as the writings of his late subject.

a Pearls' Ordeal Makes for a White-Knuckle

Doctor, Doctor,There's a Joke in My Judaism! A
Conversation with Adam Gopnik
By Susan Freudenheim

The intermarried New Yorker writer connects to his culture
through comedy.
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Fit to Print?
By Micah Sachs, with reporting by Millie Dawson

Alexandra Wall and Paul Bosky were engaged in July 2005 and married a little over a year
later. Wall is Jewish while Bosky was raised Unitarian-Universalist. But the Oakland, Calif.-
based couple encountered no obstacles publishing engagement and wedding announcements
in their local Jewish paper, j., the Jewish news weekly of northern California. Indeed, Wall was
a staff writer at the paper at the time and her co-workers kept pushing her to put something in.
As for her being intermarried? "It wasn't even a question," she says.

How times have changed.

In 1994, the issue of publishing interfaith
3 _— . wedding announcements in Jewish

newspapers was so divisive that both The
New York Times and CNN covered a
controversy sparked when The
(Connecticut) Jewish Ledger published an
op-ed explaining why the paper doesn't
publish the announcements. William Safire
followed the Times story up with a column
criticizing The Ledger's policy. But at the
time, Jonathan Tobin, the editor of The
Jewish Ledger and the author of the op-ed,
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency (today
the JTA), that 51 of 64 letters he received
supported his position.

Today, of the 21 Jewish papers InterfaithFamily.com contacted, only three do not publish
interfaith wedding announcements. One of those three, however, is the country's largest
Jewish paper, the (Florida) Jewish Journal, with a total circulation of 145,000. But, said Editor
Sylvia Gurinsky, "We get so few wedding announcements that it really hasn't been an issue."

The Intermountain Jewish News, a weekly that covers the Jewish community of Colorado,
also does not publish interfaith wedding announcements. The policy has been in place for 25
or 30 years, said Associate Editor Larry Hankin. "This is a Jewish newspaper so we do Jewish
weddings," said Hankin. "We will run an obviously interfaith engagement because we don't
know what will happen by the wedding."

The (Boston) Jewish Advocate does not run interfaith wedding announcements--"Historically
the policy here was to adhere to community standards," said Editor Hinda Mandell--but the
policy is currently under review.

The second-, third- and fourth-largest non-Orthodox Jewish community papers in the country--
The (New York) Jewish Week, The (Philadelphia) Jewish Exponent and the New Jersey
Jewish News, respectively--all publish interfaith wedding announcements. So does the largest
Jewish paper on the West Coast, The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles. Even The
Baltimore Jewish Times, based in a city with a 21% Orthodox population, publishes interfaith
wedding announcements.

The policy of all papers isn't the same, however. The California-based papers place no
restrictions on the announcements. "We run interfaith, we run gays, we run everything," said
Mark Klein, publisher of the j. "They are paid announcements so we put in whatever they
write." Seattle's JTNews has a similar policy. "l don't think it's the job of a newspaper to decide
who is and who isn't part of the Jewish community," said Editor Joel Magalnick.

But most papers InterfaithFamily.com spoke with will delete mentions of non-Jewish clergy or
the location of the wedding if it was at a non-Jewish religious location. Said Andrew Sillow-
Carroll, editor of the New Jersey Jewish News, "We don't have to be in the business of
making it a Jewish norm to be married by a reverend."

At the Detroit Jewish News, they will include mentions of officiants from another religion, but
not of a non-Jewish house of worship. "For a while we printed the churches, but that caused
more of an outrage than the interfaith announcements themselves," said Editor Robert Sklar.
"l don't get any complaints anymore."

http://www.interfaithfamily.com/site/apps/nl/content2.asp?c=ekLSK5MLIrG&b=297405&... 6/19/2007
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faced with a practical consideration: it's nearly impossible to tell who's Jewish and who's not
by people's last names. "If Goldberg is marrying Fitzgerald, it would seem that they are an
interfaith couple,” said Margi Herwald Zitelli, city editor of the Cleveland Jewish News, "but for
all we know Fitzgerald converted or had a Jewish mother. Whatever the couple's
circumstances, if they want their announcement in the Cleveland Jewish News and took the
trouble of submitting it, they obviously have some Jewish feeling of connection.”

Editors cite a desire to be inclusive, practicality and journalistic ethics as reasons for
publishing the announcements. "We report on all matters concerning Jews, and Jews who
marry non-Jews certainly fall within that criteria,” said Rob Eshman, editor-in-chief of The
Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles. At the same time, editors always have to be sensitive
to the sensibilities of a readership base that covers the gamut from liberal and secular to
socially conservative and Orthodox. Lyn Payne, associate editor of the (Orlando) Heritage
Florida Jewish News, said she would omit mention of a church or priest in an interfaith
wedding announcement "in the interest of tact."

In addition to the publications already mentioned, Jewish newspapers in Washington, D.C.,
Miami, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Dayton, Ohio, Omaha, Neb., Louisville, Ky., and Syracuse,
N.Y., all publish interfaith wedding announcements.

As for the Connecticut Jewish Ledger? They've been publishing interfaith wedding
announcements since Tobin left the paper seven years ago.

Micah Sachs is online managing editor of InterfaithFamily.com.

Milly Dawson is a partner at Vinca Marketing and Communications
in Maitland, Fla.

Printer Friendly Version || Send to a Friend ||| Bookmark Page

= Kintera

Empowered Community

Privacy Policy



Love and Marriage - InterfaithFamily.com

HOME
RESOURCE PAGES
CURRENT WEB MAGAZINE ISSUE
ARTICLE ARCHIVE

Life-Cycle Ceremonies

Holidays

Relationships

Love and Marriage

Raising Children in Interfaith
Families

Growing Up in an Interfaith Family
Interdating

Adoption

Extended Family Relationships

Telling Parents About Religious
Decisions for Your Children

Grandparenting
Divorce and Step-Family Issues
Travel

Multi-racial and Multi-cultural
Families

Jewish-Muslim Relationships
Gay Interfaith Relationships
Spirituality
Arts and Entertainment
News and Opinion
InterfaithFamily.com

InterfaithFamily.com Magazine Past
Issues By Year

CONNECTIONS IN YOUR AREA
BLOGS

DISCUSSION BOARDS

NEWS AND ADVOCACY
ABOUT IFF

PRESS ROOM

STORE

powered by FreeFind

http://www.interfaithfamily.com/site/apps/nl/content2.asp?c=ekLSK5MLIrG&b=297380&... 6/19/2007

Donate Join

Page 1 of 2

InterfaithFamily.com

Encouraging Jewish Choices & A Welcoming Jewish Community

Home > Article Archive > Relationships > Love and Marriage

For more information, visit our Marriage and Relationships Resource Page.

The "PG"--Preacher's Girlfriend
By Magin McKenna

When | was a child, | despised my last name: McKenna. Almost everyone was Jewish in my
elementary school, and | felt excluded. Even though | was the Jewish daughter of a Jewish
mother, my last name hinted at Catholicism, the religion of the father from whom | was
estranged. It connoted crucifixes, not Kiddush cups. My name spelled treif (non-kosher) with a
capital "T."

| always assumed | would marry a nice Jewish boy with a nice Jewish last name. Because |
loved these names, how they could identify me clearly as a Jew, how they rolled off my
tongue in a tumble of syllables, how they conjured images of Torah scrolls, matzah balls and
bubbes (grandmothers) who smelled like Estee Lauder counters.

Given these fantasies, no one was more
surprised than me when | fell in love with a
big Jesus freak. My boyfriend didn't just go
to church on Sundays. He gave the
sermon. At 24, | became the Jewish
girlfriend of a liberal Baptist preacher.

He had a WASPYy last name and absolutely
no Jews dangling from his Southern family
tree. | didn't think our relationship would go
anywhere, given his job as an associate
pastor and my religion. But it did.

My friends and family believed | was one
step away from passing out Bible tracts on
street corners. One day, my best friend
called to tell me that | would be the perfect
candidate for Jews for Jesus. | didn't like
her intimation that | was cult-shopping, but
lignored it. My sister went a few steps
further: to the rabbis. She added my name
to a prayer list, then sojourned to Israel,
where she phoned--crying, screaming and pleading--for me to change my errant ways.

It would have been far easier, | found myself thinking, had | come out as a lesbian.

Instead | was coming out as a "PG" (preacher's girlfriend). | had Jewish friends who dated
Christians. But these were lapsed Christians, people who hadn't been to church in years, and
whose sole religious practice boiled down to exchanging gifts at Christmas. I, too, had dated
Christians. Most of them were atheists by the time they found me. Never had | kissed a man
who actually believed this stuff.

Sick of ignorance, | started going to my boyfriend's church on Sunday mornings. | liked
listening to his sermons, which inevitably centered on social justice. | never believed in Jesus
as a personal savior. He was a Jew who wanted to change his world. And that was that.

My religious curiosity threatened my family, who saw it as a rejection of them. My sister
penned an e-mail, in which she wrote: "Our mother sacrificed everything to make sure you
had a strong Jewish education. You are mocking her memory."

The guilt of disappointing my family (not to mention my deceased mother) overwhelmed me.
Once, at work, after | read a particularly angry e-mail from a relative, | cried inconsolably at
my desk, as stunned colleagues looked on. (I work in the Bible Belt, and a co-worker told me
at the time that she was praying for me to "find Jesus"). In the end, | asked my family for
space and found a new job.

A few months later my boyfriend proposed. A rabbi raised serious questions when | queried
about a synagogue wedding. My fiancé had committed to having a solely Jewish wedding,
and raising our children as Jews, but the rabbi's words left me feeling diminished. And |
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Sign Up For Our wondered how my fiancé's career played into this apprehension.

SN It didn't matter that | am in a committed relationship with Judaism, that | attend synagogue

services every Shabbat (Sabbath) and that | occasionally lead worship at my temple. | told the
rabbi that our children would not attend church. | don't either, anymore, since I'm busy
Send This Site teaching Hebrew School on Sunday mornings.

To A Friend o o
Eventually, he gave us permission to get married in his synagogue. More than a dozen

members of my fiancé's liberal congregation plan to attend. A swarm of my Jewish relatives--
Officiati aunts, uncles and cousins--will be there, too.
ciation
Request Form My family greeted our news of a Jewish wedding with relief, yet they worry about the
- challenges we will inevitably face as a pastor's family. And we have become experts at
navigating the stares and questions that arise when people hear that we have chosen
Featured Judaism for our future children.

Partners/Funders/Links "It's my religion," | say. "There are so few Jews in the world," says my fiancé.

= = When | light the Shabbat candles, my preacher fiancé stands beside me. Then he sings the
PlanitJewish.com Kiddush (blessing sanctifying the Sabbath that is recited over wine), and no longer confuses it
with the Kaddish (prayer for the dead).

Neither of us expected this life, but we have faith in one another. There's a line from a Rumi

Login poem that says lovers don't finally meet somewhere, they're in each other all along. That's
. how | feel about our impending marriage. Something this crazy is bashert, meant to be.
Login Name:
Password:

Magin McKenna is a writer and editor who lives in northern
Louisiana. She has written for numerous publications, including
The San Antonio-Express News, The Glasgow (Scotland) Sunday
Herald, and Scripps Howard News Service.
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The Blogging Bride

By Julie Daneman

Julie Daneman and her husband Bryan blog about their wedding-planning, and life as
newlyweds, on InterfaithFamily.com's Weddings Blog.

All was ready. Downstairs, | could hear the string quartet tuning up as guests began to mill
about and be seated. As | stood upstairs in the ballroom, | was surprised at how calm | felt. |
had fully expected to be a nervous wreck by this time, but I just felt ready--ready to be married
to the love of my life, ready to have a fun evening, ready to not be planning the wedding
anymore!

Planning our interfaith wedding had been
onerous at times, and | felt a little guilty at
not being nervous. The rabbi and minister
didn't meet until an hour before the
ceremony was to begin. They had talked
via e-mail and on the phone about our
ceremony, but they hadn't met face-to-
face. Shouldn't that have made me
nervous? What about the ceremony? It
was different than any our families have
ever witnessed before--should | have been
nervous about how they'd react to it? Why
wasn't I?

Preparation... that's why | didn't feel
nervous. Bryan and | spent the last nine
months working diligently to make sure we
got the wedding we wanted, but that
respected our families' wishes and
traditions also. We chose a non-religious
site, the historic YWCA building in
downtown Fort Worth, and searched for a rabbi and minister willing to co-officiate.

We talked about the wedding with Bryan's two boys--Jacob, 6, and Caleb, 3--what it meant for
them, for us, for our family. We wanted them to understand that this was a big day for our
whole family, not just Daddy and me. We asked their opinion many times on how they wanted
to be involved. Did they want to stand up with us at the ceremony? Did they want to wear
tuxedoes like Daddy, or "regular” clothes like their cousins and other guests' children would
wear? The more we talked about it, the better they felt. They decided that they wanted to wear
tuxedoes and that they wanted to walk down the aisle with Daddy, but they didn't really want
to stand up there with us the whole time, with all those people watching them.

All the while, we were also planning standard wedding things--choosing attendants,
interviewing vendors, picking invitations, etc. The closer we got to the Big Day, the more
pressure | felt about getting everything done. | vacillated between calm level-headedness and
semi-crazy "bride moments" (total loss of common sense and getting tearfully upset about silly
things). Through those, Bryan was perfect--calming, soothing, and smart enough to wait until |
had regained my normal brainpower before teasing me about it.

It rained the whole week of the wedding. It poured the day of the rehearsal, and the forecast
for the wedding day was much the same. The night before the wedding, we spent time with
my extended family, who drove to Texas from Alabama. Most of them had met Bryan, but
none had met Jacob and Caleb. The boys were so charming; everyone just loved them. After
the boys were in bed, my fatigue, the rain, and my ruined manicure were enough to send me
into a bride moment. Bryan let me go on for about two minutes, then reminded me to
breathe... it was a reminder | needed, and it helped calm me down almost immediately.

The day of the wedding was beautifully sunny--the weatherman had been blissfully wrong in
his predictions! Everyone was dressed and ready to go--even if the men good-naturedly
grumbled at how early | wanted everyone there. Everything was set up, photos were taken,
the marriage license and the ketubah (Jewish wedding contract) were signed. | enjoyed a few

http://www.interfaithfamily.com/site/apps/nl/content2.asp?c=ekLSK5MLIrG&b=297371&... 6/19/2007
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quiet minutes with my dad before my sister came in to tell me they were about to seat the
grandmothers. It was show time. I'll admit | had a few butterflies, but the good, excited kind,
not the panicky kind.

In the ceremony, we included traditions from our faiths that were important to us. We said
Kiddush (blessing over wine) and lit a Unity Candle. Bryan's sister and stepmother read the
seven traditional Jewish wedding blessings, and the minister read about love from First
Corinthians. Reverend Bassford did a family prayer where Jacob and Caleb stood with us as
we all held hands, and Rabbi Marc talked about our new family being formed and the blessing
of family. The rabbi and minister blessed us with the ancient priestly blessing, alternating a
line of Hebrew and a line of English, before Bryan broke the glass and kissed his bride.

The ceremony went really well. We did
have one humorous moment, when the
rabbi said my name wrong, but we all just
laughed. Rabbi Marc and Reverend
Bassford moved fluidly between their parts
of the ceremony. | didn't spill the Kiddush
cup. We didn't drop the rings or stumble
over our vows. The boys were perfect
angels and did just like we practiced at the
rehearsal. Before | knew it, Bryan was
stomping on the glass and we kissed to the
shouts of "mazel tov" and the applause of
our guests.

After some pictures, we headed upstairs to
our reception. It was hard to believe that
just about an hour earlier, | had been
standing in that very room, a single woman... now | was entering to the announcement of "Mr.
and Mrs. Bryan Daneman." We weaved our way through the smiling faces to the dance floor
to share our first dance as husband and wife. Then | danced with my dad, Bryan with his
mom, after which and we opened up the dance floor for the rest of the party. The DJ was a lot
of fun and kept the reception moving at a good pace.

The food was good--according to our guests, anyway. We didn't get to eat a whole lot
because people kept interrupting to congratulate us (not that we minded). The cakes were
fantastic! | was nervous about the cake-cutting--I didn't want cake all over my face or down my
dress. It was a needless worry. All went very smoothly. Then there was more dancing and
merry-making until the garter and bouquet toss. One of the groomsmen, Bryan's childhood
friend Kyle, caught the garter, and my friend Margaret (who got married June 16) caught the
bouquet.

Bryan and | had planned on leaving the reception around 8:30 p.m., but we noticed earlier that
several people were already leaving. We wanted to leave with a large crowd cheering us, so
Bryan arranged for our ride to come pick us up a little earlier. Guests began to file downstairs
as we gathered up the last of the things we'd need for the night. We walked downstairs and as
we turned toward the door, | caught a glimpse of our ride--a white, horse-drawn carriage,
complete with top-hat adorned driver! | was so surprised! We ran through the gauntlet of
birdseed-throwing well-wishers and climbed into our carriage. After some last hugs and kisses
from Jacob and Caleb, we were carried away from a cheering crowd to our room for the night
at a local upscale hotel.

We took the day after the wedding (Memorial Day) to rest and relax, then left early in the
morning the following day for a six-day honeymoon in Playa del Carmen, Mexico. It was
wonderful. We fell easily into a routine of wake up, work out, eat breakfast, and lie on the
beach until lunch. We'd take a break from the sun to eat lunch, and then head back to the
beach until dinner. After six days of being pampered and having our every whim catered to,
we didn't want to come home. Once we returned, we joked about our disappointment that
there was no turn-down service or chocolates on the pillows on our bed at home.

Since we've been back in the "real world" several people have asked me how it feels to be
married. In a word, great! My new name already looks and sounds normal to me, though I'm
still working out my new signature. (Hey, after 28 years with the same signature, | have to
retrain my signing hand!) It feels great to be able to talk to friends and co-workers about my
stepchildren, my in-laws, and best of all, my husband! So many people have wished us well,
and told us just how lovely, elegant, and unique our wedding was. We couldn't have asked for
a more perfect start to our life together.

Julie Daneman is ateam leader at Thomson Tax & Accounting,
Research & Guidance group in Fort Worth, Texas. She is newly-
married to her wonderful husband and a step-mom to two great
boys. She and her husband Bryan have been blogging about
planning their wedding at InterfaithFamily.com's Weddings Blog.
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My Jewpanese Wedding
By Paul Golin

In Asian cultures it's considered bad luck when something breaks. So what would my new
Japanese in-laws think when my very first act after marrying their lovely daughter would be to
stomp a perfectly good wine glass to pieces?

Hopefully they were not concerned after they read the program my wife-to-be Yurika and |
painstakingly wrote in both English and Japanese that described the Jewish rituals our guests
would witness. The program was in two languages: English for our friends from the U.S. who
may never have been to a Jewish wedding before; and Japanese for Yurika's friends and
family coming from Japan, none of whom had ever been to a Jewish wedding. It was just one
of several cultural bridges crossed on our wedding day.

Yurika and | are called
an "interfaith couple" by
some in the organized
Jewish community, but
; "interfaith” is not an

P AR ERLT accurate word to
describe us because
there is only one faith
represented in our
holiday celebrations and
in our home: Judaism.
Our wedding was a
Jewish wedding, with
"intercultural" aspects.

EoORWOHIEE
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Kama¥

s e R el I'm particularly sensitive
to the nuances of
language when it comes
to this issue, thanks to
my work as associate
executive director of the
Jewish Outreach
Institute, an
organization in its 20th
year of helping the Jewish community better understand, welcome, and serve intermarried
families. And "intermarried" is the word | prefer because it better covers all the possible
configurations of Jews married to people of other backgrounds--though there is still no really
great language to describe the phenomenon.

Paul and Yurika Golin's wedding program was in English and Japanese.

Because my work has given me the opportunity to personally help many other intermarrying
Jews, | was able to avoid some of the pitfalls often encountered by "interfaith" couples looking
for rabbinic officiation at their weddings. | was determined to ensure that Yurika's first
exposure to the organized community would not be among the rude and exclusionary
experiences | continue to hear happening all across the country at too alarming a rate for it to
be the rare exception.

Yurika, on the other hand, was much more concerned about finding the perfect fairytale
setting for our wedding venue--she wanted a castle. Because she's a princess. And a princess
needs a castle. (Just humor her on this, trust me.)

It's actually remarkable how many gothic castles there are in and around the New York City
area, once you start looking. But the venue we finally discovered was even better because it
met both of our criteria: a fairytale setting and a Jewish one.

Temple Emanu-El in Manhattan is the largest synagogue in the world, and it is simply
spectacular. Anyone with a connection to Judaism who lives in or visits New York City should
check it out, especially since they just completed a multi-million dollar, award-winning
restoration of the main sanctuary. It's as close as we Jews come to having our own St. Peter's
Basilica!
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Getting married in a venue that would completely blow away our guests was certainly enough
motivation for us to arrange our wedding there (and become members of the synagogue,
which was required), but it was not what sealed the deal for us. Instead, we became confident
it was the right place for our wedding by the way the staff warmly welcomed us when we
entered Shabbat services for the very first time. There were no judgments, no assumptions
made about our Jewish commitment because Yurika is Asian and therefore doesn't "look
Jewish" according to the Ashkenazi-centric stereotypes of what a Jew looks like. We were
simply welcomed.

At every service, senior rabbi Dr. David Posner reminds the congregation that "Temple
Emanu-El is a house of prayer for all people.” That message really resonated with us. Rabbi
Posner has been at the forefront of welcoming intermarried couples into the Jewish
community for decades, and he made us feel completely comfortable when we met with him
prior to the wedding. Yurika and | felt particularly at ease with the way he sensitively asked
whether Yurika was Jewish, then assured us that it would have no impact on the way he
would conduct the ceremony. I'm proud that his name appears on our ketubah (Jewish
wedding "contract”) under the Hebrew, English, and Japanese text describing mine and
Yurika's loving commitment to one another.

The steps we took to include Japanese language during our wedding--including during the
reception, where we had a translator for all the toasts--helped Yurika's family feel that they
were an important part of the wedding, which was not only their first Jewish wedding but also
their first American one. Japanese weddings are quite different; for example, they've never
been to a wedding with an 11-piece funky band like we had, or even dancing, so there were
many new experiences for them not directly related to the ceremony being Jewish. But the
fact that the Jewish aspects were also inclusive of them was very important to me, especially
because | also was looking for ways to excite Yurika about creating a Jewish household.

Along with the wedding program and ketubah incorporating Japanese writing, the other main
representation of Japanese culture in our wedding ceremony was the beautiful kimonos
(traditional Japanese oultfits) Yurika's parents wore. Her mom's in particular was beautifully
ornate, colorful, and far-and-away the most expensive garment in the building.

Later, during the reception, when Yurika's parents--still in kimono--were lifted up in chairs
during the traditional Jewish hora, fully enjoying themselves (they had been warned), | knew
that this was the quintessential "Jewpanese" moment. And both Yurika and | felt that we did
indeed have our fairytale wedding.

Paul Golin is associate executive director of the Jewish Outreach
Institute and co-author of Twenty Things for Grandparents of
Interfaith Grandchildren to Do (And Not Do) to Nurture Jewish
Identity in Their Grandchildren.
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When Life Gets in the Way of Planning a Wedding
By Faye Rapoport DesPres

In March, a friend | have known since childhood met me at David's Bridal in Natick, Mass., to
search for a wedding dress. We knew it wouldn't be a typical shopping excursion because my
left leg was encased in a heavy brace and | was walking with crutches--all thanks to recent
surgery to reconstruct one of the four major ligaments in my knee after an accident in a
kickboxing class.

In fact, nothing related to my June 3 wedding to Jean-Paul DesPres has been typical, or very
traditional. First, there is the fact that | am the Jewish daughter of a Holocaust survivor father
and a mother who grew up in the South Bronx, and | am marrying a non-Jewish man of mostly
French Canadian descent. Then there is the reality that we are in our 40s, and this is a
second wedding for both of us.

Still, when | re-met Jean-Paul three years
ago after knowing him briefly in college, |
found that falling in love again was a
joyous time. We dated, moved in together
(there goes tradition) and then got
engaged last September. We began
planning a wedding as most couples
would, and thought our biggest obstacle

| would be finding a rabbi who would

| perform a mixed marriage. Jean-Paul
respects my wish to have a Jewish
wedding and home, but whether a rabbi
would respect my decision to marry a non-
Jew was another story.

| felt the sting of rejection first when a
friend asked her Reform rabbi if he'd perform the ceremony, and he said no. | felt more
encouraged when a Reconstructionist rabbi said she was willing to perform the service, but
there was a hitch. Jean-Paul was uncomfortable with the rabbi's insistence on inserting a
mention of gay marriage being banned in most states into our ceremony. We fully support
everyone's right to be married, but Jean-Paul felt, and | eventually agreed, that our wedding
ceremony was not the place for a political agenda, no matter how subtly it would be included. |
also found myself fighting hurt feelings after the rabbi mentioned that we could not have a
ketubah (Jewish marriage contract) due to Jean-Paul's non-Jewish background.

Finally, we found Rabbi Leslie Tannenwald. As soon as we stepped into her home we felt
comfortable and accepted. Judaica adorned the tables, bookshelves and walls, and Rabbi
Tannenwald assured us that she was happy to accept us as a couple, perform our ceremony
and even help us get a ketubah.

I had recently left my job, so the pressure of unmanageable health insurance costs pushed us
to plan something soon so that | could be covered by Jean-Paul's policy. We decided to throw
a small January wedding in early 2007 and planned on inviting about 40 guests--only family
and a few very close friends, because it is a second wedding. We reserved a cheerful
Mexican restaurant in Brookline, Mass., that serves delicious food--Zocalo--and were
delighted to learn that their mariachi band can play Jewish horas (traditional circle dances).
We wanted our wedding to be creative and different from the more traditional events we'd
each had in the past, a wedding that would reflect joy, life, diversity and acceptance--all in the
context of a Jewish ceremony.

Little did we know that finding a rabbi and affording health insurance would be the very least
of much more important worries to come.

Just after our engagement, my mother was diagnosed with lymphoma. After several stressful
and frightening weeks, we learned that she had an excellent prognosis with chemotherapy
and radiation, but would not be able to attend a gathering of any kind until the spring. We
changed the wedding date from January to May, then learned that there was virtually no hotel
availability at that time because of college graduations. We finally settled on June 3.
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But | still needed that health insurance right away. So, we decided to have a quick private civil
ceremony in October, 2006, and then a larger wedding, in which a rabbi would marry us and
we would have our friends and family there to share the moment with us, in June, 2007.

On October 27, standing beneath an old maple tree adorned with yellow, orange and red
autumn leaves, Jean-Paul and | got married by a justice of the peace in front of the
courthouse in Newton, Mass. | wore a simple leaf-patterned dress that my sister bought as a
pre-wedding gift and carried a bouquet of fall-colored roses my mom had given me. Jean-Paul
and | told ourselves, and Rabbi Tannenwald agreed, that the legal ceremony would not take
away from the very special Jewish ceremony that we planned to share with our family and
friends on June 3.

And so we moved forward with our wedding plans.

In early February, as my mother was preparing for her last two chemotherapy treatments,
Jean-Paul's mother was rushed to the hospital with spasms in her left arm and leg. A week,
many tests and a biopsy later, we all learned the shocking news--his mom has an inoperable,
malignant brain tumor. As | write today, she is in a rehabilitation facility waiting to start her
own chemotherapy and radiation treatments, unable to move her left leg or arm.

| have to pause here, as | search for words to sum up this time leading to our wedding, which
is still planned for June 3.

I guess | would say this. There was a time when | was plagued by guilt about marrying a non-
Jewish man, even later in life and in a second wedding, partly because of my own sense of
tradition, and partly because of my fears of hurting or alienating my parents or other family
members. | don't think | ever feared alienating God, because | believe that God accepts us all
equally.

But after everything that has happened in the six months since we've become engaged, |
believe that truthfully, only one thing is important. And that is love, in all its shapes and forms.
It's the love of a sister who buys you a pretty dress for a civil ceremony, a mother who faces
lymphoma with courage and promises to be at your wedding no matter what, a son who visits
his hospitalized mom and arranges for all of her needs to be met, a fiancé/husband who hugs
you and tells you it will all be OK, and a friend who helps you hobble through a dress shop on
crutches and makes you laugh--despite it all.

Love is what we'll be celebrating at our wedding on June 3. And life.
P.S. Written June 16, 2007, after the wedding and honeymoon:

Rabbi Tannenwald was hospitalized a week before our wedding and couldn't perform our
ceremony. Her husband left us a message telling us she would be fine and provided a
substitute. We met Rabbi Judy Epstein on our wedding day, when she performed a beautiful
service!

And our honeymoon in Puerto Rico was wonderful.

Faye Rapoport DesPres is a writer currently living in Waltham,
Mass. Her work has appeared such publications as The
Intermountain Jewish News, The Jewish Chronicle, The Rockland
Review, Animal Life, The Chatham Courier and The New York
Times. Faye is also the "Editor-in-Woof" of an animal lovers' e-
newsletter titled Our Place to Paws.

Printer Friendly Version || Send to a Friend || Bookmark Page

InterfaithFamily.com | P.O. Box 428, Newton, MA 02464 | 617 581 6860 | network@interfaithfamily.com Privacy Policy

= Kintera

Empowered Community

http://www.interfaithfamily.com/site/apps/nl/content2.asp?c=ekLSK5MLIrG&b=297371&... 6/19/2007



Approaches to Interfaith Weddings - InterfaithFamily.com

HOME
RESOURCE PAGES
CURRENT WEB MAGAZINE ISSUE
ARTICLE ARCHIVE
Life-Cycle Ceremonies
Birth Ceremonies
Bar and Bat Mitzvah

Approaches to Interfaith
Weddings

Parents and Interfaith Weddings
Rabbis and Interfaith Weddings
Death and Mourning

Holidays

Relationships

Spirituality

Arts and Entertainment

News and Opinion

InterfaithFamily.com

InterfaithFamily.com Magazine Past
Issues By Year

CONNECTIONS IN YOUR AREA
BLOGS

DISCUSSION BOARDS

NEWS AND ADVOCACY
ABOUT IFF

PRESS ROOM

STORE

powered by FreeFind

Sign Up For Qur
eMNewsletters

Send This Site
To A Friend

Officiation
Request Form

Page 1 of 2

Donate Join

InterfaithFamily.com

Encouraging Jewish Choices & A Welcoming Jewish Community

Home > Article Archive > Life-Cycle Ceremonies > Approaches to Interfaith Weddings

For more information, visit our Weddings Resource Page.

Picture This: Old Photographs, New Life
By Heather Lazar

My grandmother's family photograph collection captivated my attention as a child. Each photo
told a familiar yet mysterious story. Every time | looked at them, | imagined the lives of the
people pictured. | could almost hear loud discussions in Yiddish and the soft steps of black
leather shoes imprinted with stains from the cobblestone streets of old world Chicago. Part of
the allure of those photographs has to do with being able to find a piece of myself in them.

Equally appealing to me is my parents' wedding album. These photos remind me that they
were individuals before they were my parents. | marvel at my mother's porcelain white skin
and tiny frame. She seems to fit perfectly beside my father, who has a taller stature and skin
the color of sun-kissed brown olives. Most of all, | love to see how happy my parents were just
on the cusp of adulthood.

It is only now that | realize the impact those
photographs have had on my life. Nearly
every person in my grandmother's and my
parents' photographs came from the same
cultural background. Almost all of the
individuals pictured were Jewish with a
European lineage.

When | became engaged, however, and
visualized my own wedding, | saw
something entirely different. The love of my
life is from a different part of the world,
Nepal, and from a different spiritual
background, Hinduism. In our wedding
ceremony, | envisioned many unique
faces, from two different backgrounds. In
my generation, | would be altering my
family's ethnicity by mixing a Jewish past
with an interfaith future. | felt unsure about how my family would react to these major changes
as our wedding planning began to unfold.

While my husband Rajen and | had a traditional Jewish ceremony performed by a rabbi, at
one point | questioned the lack of interfaith customs at our wedding. As | created our wedding
program, | felt myself becoming confused. The program symbolized the union of my husband
and me, but the text of the program, the Jewish wedding customs, did not reflect us both.
Rather, the traditions reflected only half of us--the heritage that | often admired in my family's
photographs.

| decided to postpone writing about the Jewish wedding customs in our program while |
thought about what our wedding meant in my heart. | began searching on the Internet for
inspiration about love. | found a beautiful poem by Pablo Neruda, "Sonnet XV," which speaks
universally of what it feels like to love another person deeply. | placed it on the last page of the
program. Then, | researched Hindu marriage customs, advice and poems. | placed a Hindu
marriage proverb on the front of the program that deems the sacred and tender relationship
between husband and wife as a forever partnership.

After much virtual searching, not unlike that of my own real life quest, | finally returned to the
Jewish customs. | began to see that | had focused too much on what separated us from the
tradition and not enough on how we could apply the meaning of the ceremony to our lives. |
realized, through my research, that love and marriage are not so different in Jewish and Hindu
cultures--it's just that each culture has a different way of expressing what love and marriage
mean. This made it easier for me to feel comfortable with having just the Jewish wedding
ceremony.

| also began to understand why my husband had never felt distressed about having a Jewish
wedding ceremony. He wanted to marry me for who | was and he did not feel it compromised
his own faith to marry someone outside of it. In this way, the power of love is spiritual and
uniting.
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For me, the two most beautiful Jewish wedding symbols are the huppah and the breaking of
the glass. The huppah, or wedding canopy, symbolizes the home the bride and groom will
make together and it is opened on all four sides to always welcome family and friends. The
breaking of the glass symbolizes the destruction of the Temple in Israel and reminds us that
even in our happiest moments, we should not neglect or forget the suffering of others. | think
these symbols correspond to three essential Hindu wedding values: happiness, harmony, and
growth.

On our wedding night, as we stood under the huppah and were blessed by Hebrew words, the
strangest thing happened. | felt like | was at home. The rabbi's blessings and the
unconditional love of my husband, family, and friends created a sense of deep and universal
spiritual belonging in my heart. Instead of feeling at home in one culture, | felt at home in two
cultures. Originally, | had envisioned the ceremony as a type of departure. | was leaving
behind part of my life by marrying someone of a different faith. This dilemma had previously
brought many questions to my mind: What happens when you belong to two communities and
not one? How do you express your faith when it's born of two distinct sets of traditions?

I am not sure | know the answers to these questions but | know that we often determine
inclusiveness by excluding others. In my life, | want to have an open mind and heart. | also
recognize that love crosses boundaries, religions, and race.

| had worried that, in making these decisions, | was rejecting the past reflected in those
photos by leaving some of our Jewish traditions behind. | had also worried that | was rejecting
my husband by marrying him in a wedding reflective of only my faith and customs. Looking
back on my wedding day, | remember letting all of those feelings go. As | became my
husband's wife, | began a new journey and all | felt was the warmth of acceptance and love. It
was the same feeling | used to have when looking at my grandmother's photographs.

As | began my new life, | realized my journey would be both familiar yet mysterious.

Heather Lazar currently lives in the Uptown neighborhood of
Chicago, lll., and works as an associate editor for an educational
publisher. In April 2007, she and her soul mate, Rajen, were
married.
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