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Interfaith Families Participate in Secular Easter Activities Without 
Compromising Their Children’s Jewish Identity; Trend towards Fewer 

Religious Behaviors and Attitudes 
 
BOSTON – March 15, 2011 – The seventh annual Passover-Easter Survey conducted by 
InterfaithFamily.com, an independent non-profit, shows that interfaith families raising their 
children Jewish address the “Spring dilemma,” the confluence of Passover and Easter, by 
continuing to participate in secular Easter activities and continuing to believe that doing so does 
not compromise their children’s Jewish identity.   
 
Some observers of intermarriage have cast a skeptical eye on this behavior and argue that 
interfaith families can’t impart a strong Jewish identity to their children and celebrate Christmas 
or Easter. The results of InterfaithFamily.com’s surveys suggest that they are doing so. 
 
Interfaith families raising Jewish children who participate in Easter celebrations are giving clear 
priority to Passover over Easter, as both a family celebration and a religious holiday: 

• Virtually all plan on hosting or attending a seder; less than a third will host or attend 
Easter dinner.  

• Small minorities engage in “religious” Easter activities like attending church (6%) or 
telling the Easter story (4%).  

• Two thirds see their Easter celebrations as entirely secular.  
• A full 85% of the respondents believe that their participation in Easter celebrations does 

not affect their children’s Jewish identity.  
 
"For seven years about half of interfaith couples raising Jewish children have told us they 
participate in Easter celebrations," said Edmund Case, CEO of InterfaithFamily.com. "These 
families consistently and by very large measure see their Easter celebrations as entirely secular 
in nature and not confusing to their children’s Jewish identity." 
 
“This year we did observe a general decline in the religious aspects of both holidays,” Case 
added. Compared to 2010, fewer plan to tell the Passover story or eat matzah, and fewer regard 
either their Passover or their Easter participation as religious in nature. Compared to 2010, 
fewer of this year’s respondents light Shabbat candles or belong to synagogues, but they still 
exceed the last National Jewish Population Survey’s general Jewish population on these 
measures. 
 
One other noticeable trend was that the percentage of respondents who said they are 
comfortable celebrating Easter declined from 47% in 2010 to 40% this year. The great majority 
(87%) of interfaith families raising Jewish children are comfortable celebrating Passover.  
 



 
For more information, read the attached report “What We Learned from the 2011 Passover-
Easter Survey.”  It also can be found online at: 
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/files/pdf/WhatWeLearnedfromthe2011DecemberHolidaysSurvey.
pdf. 
 
About InterfaithFamily.com 
InterfaithFamily.com empowers people in interfaith relationships--individuals, couples, families 
and their children--to engage in Jewish life and make Jewish choices, and strongly encourages 
Jewish communities to welcome them. We are the premiere web based resource for people in 
interfaith relationships exploring Jewish life and the leading web based advocate for attitudes, 
policies and practices that engage, welcome and embrace them. 
 

### 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: InterfaithFamily.com has developed a resource page for interfaith families 
dealing with the Passover and Easter holidays that includes resources such as “Tips for 
Interfaith Families: How To Make a Seder Inclusive” and numerous articles that help interfaith 
families have a more enjoyable and meaningful holiday season. For more, visit 
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/passover.  
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