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Phyllis Adler 
Stepping Stones 
 

Professional Bio 
 
Phyllis Adler has been associated with the Stepping Stones To 
A Jewish Me program since its inception nearly 20 years ago. 
Phyllis was a member of the original Stepping Stones Board. In 
the opening years, Phyllis taught elementary age classes for 
Stepping Stones and 12 years ago began to work in the 
administrative areas of the program. She served as Education 
Director for nine years. In the past three years, she has divided 
her time between the Denver program and national expansion 
projects. Phyllis received her masters in social work from the 
University of Denver in 1978. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Stepping Stones to a Jewish Me is an agency which welcomes, supports, educates 
and advocates for interfaith families. We offer four distinct program opportunities for 
families with young children, families with school-age children, interfaith couples 
and grandparents to children being raised in interfaith homes. Our programs are 
designed to give families an opportunity to learn about Judaism in an environment 
that is sensitive to the needs of an interfaith family. Curriculum and topics are introductory at all levels. 
 
Contact Information 
Stepping Stones 
51 Grape Street 
Denver, CO 80228 

 
 
(303) 388-1198 
adler@congregationemanuel.com 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 19 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 19 
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Debbie Antonoff 
Program Director, The Interfaith Connection 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 

Professional Bio 
 
Debora Weinberg Antonoff has developed and facilitated a 
series of year-long courses for interfaith couples at various 
stages of family life. "Building Blocks: The Alef-Bet of Creating 
a Jewish Home”, was designed for women raising Jewish 
children in an interfaith marriage. This curriculum serves as the 
model for the "Mothers Circle" program sponsored by the 
Jewish Outreach Institute, which is currently being replicated 
throughout the country. Debbie twice received URJ’s “Belin 
Outreach Award” for her courses: "Pathways to the 
Synagogue," a monthly program for interfaith couples 
interested in learning more about and becoming comfortable in 
synagogue life; and she created "Bridge to the Home," a twice-
monthly program for interfaith couples focused on creating a 
Jewish home as an interfaith family. She has facilitated the 
URJ "Times & Seasons" discussion groups for new interfaith 
couples since 1988 in the Atlanta area. Debbie has served as 
Program Director of two URJ congregations, and currently as 
Program Director of the Interfaith Connection program of the 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta.  

 
Organization Description 
 
The Interfaith Connection began in Spring 2006 through the Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta to bring outreach programs to 
interfaith families in the rapidly growing North Metro area of Atlanta. 
Programs thus far have included a family Shabbat dinner; a mini-
course on raising Jewish children in interfaith marriage; Passover 
how-to workshop; women's night out programming; "Coffee Talk" at 
a local cafe and more. Plans are underway to expand programming to more areas of Metro Atlanta for Fall 2007. 
 
Contact Information 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
3159 Royal Drive Suite 330  
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

 
 
(678) 948-4008  
debbie.antonoff@atlantajcc.org  
www.atlantajcc.org  
 

 
Years with organization: 1.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 19 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, JCC 
 
Other relevant information: InterfaithFamily.com PAC Planning Group; Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, Alumni 
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Diane Boland 
Interfaith Outreach Coordinator 
Harry & Rose Samson Jewish Community 
Center 

Professional Bio 
 
Special Education Teacher 5 past years - Milwaukee Public 
Schools; Religious School Teacher for 11 years (at Reform & 
Conservative synagogues); Camp Blue Star - Unit Leader, 
Assistant Camp Leader & Camp Leader, JCC; Newport News, 
Va - Camp Counselor, Hillel Foundation; Milwaukee, WI- 
program director 
 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Jewish Community Center is a non-profit, social service agency founded upon Jewish 
ethics and values. It is committed to meeting the ever changing needs of the entire Jewish 
Community for strengthening Jewish identity and for enriching the quality of Jewish life. The 
Center provides the total community with a forum for open dialogue regarding matters affecting Jewish life here, 
in Israel, and throughout the world. It initiates diversified social, educational, recreational, and cultural programs 
within a Jewish setting. 
 
Contact Information 
Harry & Rose Samson Jewish Community Center 
6255 N. Santa Monica blvd 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 

 
 
(414) 967-8225 
dboland@jccmilwaukee.org 
 www.jccmilwaukee.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 0.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 2 
 
Organizational membership: JCC, Tikkun Ha-Ir of Milwaukee, Hadassah 
 
Other relevant information: M.A. in special education; presented at National Service Learning Conference in 
Minneapolis, MN; member of Hadassah, on board and school board of Congregation Beth Israel (CBI); on board 
of Tikkun Ha-Ir 
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Paula Brody 
Director of Outreach Programs and Training 
Union for Reform Judaism/Northeast Council  
 

Professional Bio 
 
MSW (1974, University of Michigan) Ed.D. (1986, Boston 
University) with emphasis on adult learning, training and 
educational media. Medical Social Worker, U of Michigan 
National Institute of Burn Medicine, (1974-75). Director, Family 
Life Education, Family Service Center of Columbia, South 
Carolina (1975-77). Director, Jewish Young Adult Center, JCC 
Greater Boston (1977-82). Media Consultant, MA Dept. of 
Public Health (1983-86) Private Practice and Independent 
Media Consultation (1982-90). Regional Outreach Director, 
URJ Northeast Council and Director of Outrach Programs and 
Training (1988-2007). 

 
Organization Description  
 
Oversee the Reform Outreach Programs funded by Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies (CJP) of Greater Boston and initiate new program models. 
Develop and coordinate the four annual training days for the Outreach 
Training Institute, a cooperative community-wide effort for clergy, educators, Jewish professionals and lay 
leaders, funded through CJP. Train and sensitize Reform clergy and lay leaders through URJ Northeast Council 
programs and facilitate national URJ Biennial Outreach programs.
 
Contact Information 
Union for Reform Judaism/Northeast Council  
175 Second Avenue Suite 550  
Needham, MA 02494  

 
 
(781) 449-0404  
pbrody@urj.org  
www.ReformJudaismBoston.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 18 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 18 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue  
 
Other relevant information: One of the founding board members of Greater Boston's Mayyim Hayyim 
Community Mikveh and Education Center. Proud grandmother of Gabby and Molly Keen, daughters of Bonnie 
and Jim Keen. Jim is the author of URJ's newly published book, Inside Intermarriage, A Christian Parent's 
Perspective on Raising Jewish Children. 
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Edmund Case 
President & Publisher 
InterfaithFamily.com 

Professional Bio 
 
Edmund Case graduated from Yale in 1972 and from Harvard 
Law School in 1975. He practiced law for 22 years and was 
chairman of the business litigation department of a large 
Boston law firm. In May 1999 he earned Master's Degrees in 
Jewish Communal Service and in Management at the Heller-
Hornstein Program at Brandeis University. Ed is a past 
president of a large Reform synagogue and served for many 
years on the URJ Northeast Regional Outreach Committee and 
on Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Boston's Task Force on 
Services to the Intermarried (since inception in 1996). He is co-
editor of The Guide to Jewish Interfaith Family Life: An 
InterfaithFamily.com Handbook (Jewish Lights), author of 
Interfaith Families Making Jewish Choices (Jewish Lights, 
Lifelights series) and has written widely on intermarriage 
issues.  

 
Organization Description  
 
InterfaithFamily.com empowers interfaith families to make 
Jewish choices for themselves and their children, and 
encourages the Jewish community to welcome interfaith 
families. Our goals are to educate interfaith families with 
helpful and supportive information that can be accessed privately, at any time that is convenient to them; to 
connect interfaith families with each other and with welcoming Jewish organizations, professionals and programs 
in their local communities; and to advocate for Jewish communal attitudes, policies and practices that are 
inclusive of interfaith families. 
 
Contact Information 
InterfaithFamily.com 
90 Oak Street 
PO Box 428 
Newton Upper Falls, MA 02464 

 
 
(617) 581-6805 
edc@interfaithfamily.com 
www.interfaithfamily.com 
 

 
Years with organization: 8 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 8 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue 
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Arlene Chernow 
Regional Director of 
Outreach and 
Membership  
Union For Reform 
Judaism, Pacific 
Southwest and 
Northwest Councils 
 

Professional Bio 
 
Arlene Chernow has worked for the Union of Reform Judaism since October of 1984. As 
Regional Director of Outreach and Membership, Arlene’s responsibilities include 
consulting with congregations in the Pacific Southwest Council and the Pacific Northwest 
Council to develop programs to welcome, integrate and retain temple members, and 
programs that will meet the needs of Jews-by-Choice, intermarried couples, and 
intermarried families. She works to train and support Membership Chairs and Outreach 
chairs and committees in each congregation and helps them to use Union for Reform 
Judaism Outreach and Membership materials and publications. Arlene has developed 
programs and training sessions in the areas of: ”Talking to Children About Jewish Identity 
in the Interfaith Family,” “Working with Interfaith Couples and “Working with Interfaith 
Families in Your Congregation,” “Conversion Mentoring,” “Mosheet Yad: New Member 
Ambassadors, A New Approach to New Member Integration,” and “Four Children in the 
Religious School classroom: A Teachers Workshop” and created programs for Temple 
Board presentations and retreats. Arlene plans regional Outreach and Membership 
Committee meetings and regional and sub-region training sessions. Arlene is the Union 
for Reform Judaism’s North American co-coordinator of the “A Taste of Judaism: Are You 
Curious?” program. Arlene is married to Judge Eli Chernow and is the mother of Rabbi 
Mari Chernow and Hebrew Union College rabbinic students, Jordana Chernow- Reader 
and Ilana (Chernow) Mills.  
Publications: “Understanding Unaffiliated Interfaith Couples, Their Concerns, Challenges 
and Needs,” in First Steps; A Manual for Introductory Interfaith Families, Union for 
Reform Judaism Press,1997; “Peoplehood I and II” – Introduction to Judaism Instructors 
Guide URJ Press 1999; “Four Children in the Religious School Classroom” COMPASS 
Magazine, Spring 1991; “Who Am I and How Do I Fit In?” COMPASS Magazine, Fall 
1991; “Making Religious Choices for Your Children” in the Guide to Jewish Interfaith 
Family Life; An InterfaithFamily.com Handbook, Jewish Lights Publishing, 2001; “Should 
We Have Birth Ceremonies in Both Religions?” in InterfaithFamily.com, 6/22/04.  

 
Organization Description 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Movement in 
North America, was founded in Cincinnati in 1873 by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise 
as the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has grown from an initial 
membership of 34 congregations in 28 cities to more than 900 congregations in the United States, Canada, the 
Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the largest Jewish movement in North America and represents 
an estimated 1.5 million Jews. At the Union's 2003 Biennial convention the General Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly to change the name of the organization to the Union for Reform Judaism. As the congregational 
arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary mission to create and sustain vibrant Jewish 
congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union provides leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, 
ethical, and political issues as well as materials and consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union also 
provides opportunities for individual growth and identity that congregations and individuals cannot provide by 
themselves, including camps and Israel programs, study kallot, and North American and regional biennials. 
 
 
Contact Information 
Union for Reform Judaism 
15760 Venture Blvd 
Encino, CA 91436 

 
 
(818) 907-8740 
achernow@urj.org 
 
 

Years with organization: 23                                                          Years working in the field of outreach:  23      
Organizational membership: Synagogue, Temple Judea 
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Eve Coulson 
InterfaithFamily.com 
JFCS of Mercer County, NJ 
Lilith Magazine 

Professional Bio 
 
I have worked in the Jewish community for over 20 years, serving in 
various capacities as a resource on intermarriage issues as they affect 
individuals, couples, families and the community. I created and chaired 
the first outreach committee at my synagogue in Princeton, NJ in 1992, 
and served for four years as Assistant Director of the Jewish Outreach 
Institute under Dr. Egon Mayer, with responsibilities including managing 
outreach training seminars, creating a New York area outreach  
professional network, and providing support and guidance to innovative 
programs funded by JOI in communities across North America. I have 
written articles and spoken to community groups on the topic, and have 
facilitated groups for couples and parents. I bring to the work a long-term 
interest in cross-cultural communication (based on studying the work of 
Edward T. Hall, author of The Hidden Dimension and The Silent 
Language). My prior work included social service work in St. Louis and 
Cambridge, MA, vocational counseling, and corporate training at 
Bloomingdale's. 

 
Organization Description  
 
Jewish Family & Children's Service of Greater Mercer County is dedicated to strengthening families and individuals 
by providing a wide range of social services and programs including therapy, information and referral, support, 
education and advocacy. 
 
InterfaithFamily.com empowers interfaith families to make 
Jewish choices for themselves and their children, and 
encourages the Jewish community to welcome interfaith 
families. Our goals are to educate interfaith families with helpful 
and supportive information that can be accessed privately, at 
any time that is convenient to them; to connect interfaith families with each other and with welcoming Jewish 
organizations, professionals and programs in their local communities; and to advocate for 
Jewish communal attitudes, policies and practices that are inclusive of interfaith families. 
 
Published since 1976, LILITH magazine charts Jewish women’s lives with exuberance, rigor, 
affection, subversion and style. The magazine features award-winning investigative reports, 
new rituals and celebrations, first-person accounts both contemporary and historical, 
entertainment reviews, fiction and poetry, art and photography.  

 
                                                                                                                          
Contact Information 
291 Russell Rd. 
Princeton, NJ 8540 
 

609 497 0324 
ecoulson@aol.com 
 
 

Years working in the field of outreach: 20 
 
Organizational membership: JFCS, synagogue, synagogue outreach committee (founding chair, 1992), JFCS 
board member, IFF board, Lilith Magazine board member 
 
Other relevant information:  bilingual (Spanish/English), certified NIA teacher, editor of THE CANNONBALL, 
WWII pilots association newsletter 
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Braham David 
Director 
Jewish Discovery Institute 

Professional Bio 
 
Rabbi Braham David was born in Paisley, Scotland, and grew up in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania. Rabbi David is the son and son-in-law of 
Reform movement rabbis, but found his own spiritual home in the 
Conservative movement. Rabbi David completed his undergraduate studies 
at Indiana University in 1991 majoring in History with an Area Certificate in 
Jewish Studies and Minor in East Asian Studies, then spent a year studying 
at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. Upon his return, 
Rabbi David entered the Davidson School of Jewish Education at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, where he received a Masters of Arts in Jewish 
Education in May, 1997 focusing on Jewish day school education. After this 
time, Rabbi David entered the rabbinical school and was ordained in 2003. 
While at JTS, Rabbi David engaged in a diverse set of rabbinic experiences, 
including internships at nursing homes, hospitals, a Jewish Day school, 
Hebrew Schools, a synagogue, Hofstra University Hillel, and Camp Ramah. 
Since 2003, Rabbi David has served as the rabbi of Temple Shalom in 
Medford, MA - a small, haimish congregation in the Greater Boston area. 
While there, Rabbi David has developed many programs, including Dor 
Hadash, or. New Generations, a program to connect Jews in their 20's and 
30's to Jewish life, as well as adult and family education programs. Rabbi 
David is active in the Massachusetts Board of Rabbis, and is a member of 
Keshet, a Gay-friendly group of Conservative rabbis. Rabbi David is also the 
director of the Jewish Discovery Institute, a joint venture of the New England 
regions of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and the 
Rabbinical Assembly. The Jewish Discovery Institute (JDI) offers programs 
and workshops focused on keruv - the welcoming of interfaith families into 
Conservative congregations. The JDI also offers a program for those 
seeking conversion to Judaism. 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Jewish Discovery Institute is a joint effort of the New England regions of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and the Rabbinical Assembly. The JDI 
strives to connect individuals and interfaith couples to the beauty of the Jewish 
tradition through the Conservative movement. The JDI has two primary missions; 
Keruv (outreach) and Gerim (conversion), but we welcome people to learn more 
about Judaism, regardless of their desire to ultimately convert or not. The JDI is a beneficiary of the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of Boston. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Discovery Institute 
1320 Centre Street 
Newton Center, MA 02459 

 
 
617-964-8210 ex. 14 
David@uscj.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, USCJ, RA 
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Stephanie DiPaolo 
Outreach Coordinator 
Temple Beth El 

Professional Bio 
 
Stephanie DiPaolo joined the staff of Temple Beth El in 2002, 
has been the Interfaith and Outreach Coordinator for 4 years, 
and is a certified Outreach Fellow. She has been the Program 
Director since July 1996 responsible for all adult education, 
programs and special events. Before coming to Temple Beth 
El, Stephanie was the Program Director for Hillel at Miami 
University. She has a BFA in Theatre from Miami University 
and an MA in Human Services and Counseling from DePaul 
University. Stephanie and her husband George have two 
daughters, Isabelle and Miranda. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Temple Beth El is the largest Reform congregation in the Carolinas. With over 1100 
family member units, Temple Beth El is a welcoming, inclusive congregation with a 
vibrant and active membership. Temple Beth El is committed to social action and 
social justice, has a very large interfaith and outreach program, and strong educational programs. 
 
Contact Information 
Temple Beth El 
205 Lakenheath Lane 
Matthews, NC 28105 

 
 
(704) 944-6838 
sdipaolo@shalomcharlotte.org 
www.beth-el.com 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 5 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue Outreach/keruv committee, JCC  
 
Other relevant information: MA Human Services and Counseling 
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Deborah Dusansky Kornfeld 
Stepping Stones 

Professional Bio 
 
Deb has been a Jewish educator for almost 20 years and a 
family counselor for over 10 years. Deb has directed religious 
schools across the denominations and started the Boulder 
Jewish Family Service office. Her work with Stepping Stones 
over the last 5 years has been a fabulous combination of 
Jewish education, outreach and family counseling. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Stepping Stones to a Jewish Me is an agency which welcomes, supports, educates 
and advocates for interfaith families throughout the Boulder community. We offer 
four distinct program opportunities for families with young children, families with 
school-age children, interfaith couples and grandparents to children being raised in 
interfaith homes. Our programs are designed to give families an opportunity to learn 
about Judaism in an environment that is sensitive to the needs of an interfaith family. Curriculum and topics are 
introductory at all levels. 
 
Contact Information 
Stepping Stones 
1575 Deer Trail 
Boulder, CO 80302 

 
 
(720) 628-6648 
debkorny@comcast.net 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 10 
 
Organizational membership: School 
 
Other relevant information: Masters in family couseling, Pairs certified marriage work 
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Rabbi Brian Field 
Judaism Your Way 

Professional Bio 
 
Brian Field was born and raised in Vancouver, BC, 
Canada. He graduated from the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College in 1994. Brian served as rabbi of 
Reconstructionist congregations in Chatham, New 
Jersey and Madison, Wisconsin and was the first non-
Christian chaplain in a major Milwaukee-based Catholic 
health organization. In 2004, Brian moved to Denver to 
become rabbi of Judaism Your Way. Brian is married 
and the father of a 10 year old daughter. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Judaism Your Way is a Denver-based independent outreach organization dedicated to 
helping unaffiliated and disenfranchised Jews and their loved ones make and deepen their 
Jewish connections. JYW provides a wide and growing variety of services and programs: 
life cycle services (including interfaith and same sex weddings), individual and group 
children’s and adult education, adult support and discussion groups, Shabbat and holiday 
celebrations and out-of-the-ordinary cultural events. 
 
Contact Information 
Judaism Your Way 
3030 E. 2nd Avenue 
#107 
Denver, CO 80206 

 
 
(303) 320-6185 
rabbibrian@judaismyourway.org 
www.judaismyourway.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 2 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 10 
 
Organizational membership: Rocky Mountain Rabbinical Council, Reconstructionst Rabbinical Association 
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Catherine Fischer 
Coordinator of the Kehillah of Center City 
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

Professional Bio 
 
Catherine is currently the coodinator of the Kehillah of Center 
City. In addition, Catherine is the lay co-chair of the URJ PA 
Council Committee on Outreach and Membership. Catherine 
lives in Cherry Hill, New Jersey with her husband Richard and 
two children David (19) and Sarah (16). Catherine and her 
family belongs to Congregation M'kor Shalom. 
 

 
Organization Description  
 
The mission of the Kehillah of Center City is to build bridges among Center City synagogues 
and institutions, develop a high profile for the Center City Jewish community, and provide 
entry points for unaffiliated and underaffiliated Jews living and working in Center City. Our 
programming reflects our mission. The programs are cooperative ventures highlighting many 
institutions that, we hope, will introduce people to and deepen their connection with the 
Jewish community. The Kehillah of Center City is a collaborative effort among twelve 
synagogues (Reform, Reconstructionist, Conservative, Orthodox), and one community 
service agency in Center City Philadelphia. Organized in 1998, the Kehillah is a project of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia.  
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 
2100 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 
 
(215) 832-0597 
cfischer@philafederation.org 
www.jewishphilly.org/cck 
 
 

Years with organization: 4 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 10 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue(s), Federation, URJ Outreach & Membership Commission 
 
Other relevant information: Catherine has a Masters in education. 
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Devon Fitzig 
Director of Congregational Services 
Temple Beth Emeth 

Professional Bio 
 
Devon joined the staff as Director of Congregational Services 
at Temple Beth Emeth in 2003. She manages Caring 
Community, coordinates adult education and is responsible for 
many special events at TBE such as the December Movie. She 
also serves on the Union for Reform Judaism Northeast 
Lakes/Detroit Federation Regional Outreach and Synagogue 
Community Committee. Devon received a joint Master's degree 
in Jewish Communal Service and Near Eastern Judaic Studies 
from Brandeis University. She received her Bachelor's degree 
in Sociology and American Studies from the University of 
Kansas. Devon grew up in Wichita, Kansas, was very active in 
her Reform temple youth group and attended the Union for 
Reform Judaism's Goldman Union Camp for many years. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Temple Beth Emeth is Ann Arbor's Reform Congregation. We are very individual and family-friendly and have 
many interfaith families in our community. We offer programming for families with young children, 20's & 30's, 
families in the religious school, and members in their 40's and older who do not have children in the school. We 
have several youth groups, choirs, and adult education & volunteer opportunities. We also offer a full Conversion 
program with additional support group meetings for recent converts as well as multiple opportunities for Adult 
Learning offered such as the Rabbi's Saturday Morning Torah Study, occasional "How to" holiday & spirituality 
workshops, and a monthly film and discussion group on Tuesday afternoons, etc. 
 
Contact Information 
Temple Beth Emeth 
2309 Packard St. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 
 
(734) 665-4744 
dfitzig@templebethemeth.org 
www.templebethemeth.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 3.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 7 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, CAJE 
 
Other relevant information: Have an MA in Judaic Studies and Jewish Communal Service 
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Ruth Goldberger  
Regional Director of Outreach 
and Membership  
Union for Reform Judaism,  
Mid-Atlantic and Pennsylvainia 
Councils 

Professional Bio 
 
Ruth Goldberger is the Regional Director of Outreach and Membership for the 
Mid-Atlantic and Pennsylvania Councils of the Union for Reform Judaism. 
Serving as a resource person to the Reform congregations of both regions, 
she consults and provides programming on a variety of topics related to 
fostering life-long congregational membership including; conversion to 
Judaism, interfaith families, the role of the non-Jew in the congregation, 
congregational diversity and membership recruitment, integration and 
retention. Ruth has been an active member and volunteer at Northern Virginia 
Hebrew Congregation in Reston VA since 1987, where she currently provides 
occasional programming, including family education programs for students in 
grades 5 through 12 and their parents, as well as Times and Seasons for 
Interfaith Couples.  She has facilitated groups for those in the process of 
conversion, interfaith couples and parents of interfaith couples.  
From 1998 until 2003 she served as the Regional Outreach Director for the 
Mid-Atlantic Council, and was certified as an Outreach Fellow in May 2000. A 
1981 graduate of Oberlin College with a BA in Sociology, Ruth has worked in a 
variety of capacities that involve providing resources and programming. She 
lives in Herndon VA with her husband and three sons. 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Movement 
in North America, was founded in Cincinnati in 1873 by Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise as the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has 
grown from an initial membership of 34 congregations in 28 cities to more 
than 900 congregations in the United States, Canada, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the 
largest Jewish movement in North America and represents an estimated 1.5 million Jews. At the Union's 2003 
Biennial convention the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to change the name of the organization to the 
Union for Reform Judaism. As the congregational arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary 
mission to create and sustain vibrant Jewish congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union provides 
leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, ethical, and political issues as well as materials and 
consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union also provides opportunities for individual growth and 
identity that congregations and individuals cannot provide by themselves, including camps and Israel programs, 
study kallot, and North American and regional biennials. 
 
 
Contact Information 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue NW 3rd floor  
Washington DC 20036-1011 

 
 
(202) 232-4242  
rgoldberger@urj.org  
http://urj.org/outreach/ 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 6 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 8 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, Hadassah, Women of Reform Judaism 
 
Other relevant information: Certified Outreach Fellow 
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Rabbi Sam Gordon 
Congregation Sukkat Shalom 

Professional Bio 
 
Rabbi Samuel N. Gordon is the founding rabbi of Congregation 
Sukkat Shalom of Wilmette, Illinois, a unique and innovative 
congregation serving a diverse population in the Chicago area. 
Through Sukkat Shalom, he seeks to redefine the nature of the 
American synagogue in areas of family education, creative 
worship, outreach support, and adult Jewish spiritual growth. 
Rabbi Gordon was ordained at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in 1980 and received an MBA degree from 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg Graduate School of 
Management in 1985. On June 5, 2005, he was awarded the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa, by Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Rabbi Gordon served two 
terms as Financial Secretary of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. He is currently a trustee of the Reform 
Pension Board, and was a member of the Synagogue 
Management Commission of the Reform Movement, as well as 
the Budget, Finance, and Publications Committees of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. He was a member of 
the Citizen’s Committee of the Cook County Juvenile Court and 
has served on the Midwest interview committee for the White 
House Fellows Commission. He is a trustee of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
A unique and innovative congregation celebrating diversity. Welcoming the intermarried, the unaffiliated, and 
those searching for a meaningful Jewish life. Sukkat Shalom means a "sukkah of peace." A sukkah is open with 
no roof or permanent walls. Sukkat Shalom, the Open Congregation, uses the image of a sukkah to remind us 
that our spiritual life is open to others and to God - flexible and dynamic. We offer a full program of innovative 
family education, meaningful and creative worship, adult discussion and study, interfaith couple support groups, 
and holiday observances. Sukkat Shalom is a progressive synagogue in which to explore Jewish thought and 
search for personal meaning. 
 
Contact Information 
Cong. Sukkat Shalom 
400 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 

 
 
(847)251-2675 
samgordon@aol.com 
www.sukkatshalom.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 12 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 25 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, CCAR 
 
Other relevant information: Active in the field of Jewish Outreach for my entire career 
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Jean Graubart 
Washington DCJCC 

Professional Bio 
 
I have been in the field of Jewish Communal Service since 
1974, working in all aspects of the community. I have worked in 
Jewish Family Services both as a therapist and running and 
consulting on AIDS programs. I have worked in 6 centers 
mainly doing work in senior services, running an open 
university, teaching at elder hostel and other venues. Interfaith 
has become half my job here at the JCC as a result of a 
demographic study on outreach and engagement. We run 
workshops for interfaith couples aproximately 5 times a year, 
offer Shabbat dinners, cooking classes, introduction to 
Judaism, and information and referral to clergy and 
synagogues for weddings and other life cycle events. I speak 
with several people weekly about issues in their interfaith life. It 
is our hope to offer a trip to Israel for interfaith couples based 
on a birthright vision. All of this is made possible because of 
our devoted volunteer and my partner in interfaith programs, 
Marion Usher. I run and organize 2 retreats a year, one for 
women, one is a writer's retreat and it is another plan to offer 
Shabbatons/retreats for interfaith couples and perhaps for 
interfaith families. It is my profound belief that programs that 
take people away from their routine provides an atmosphere 
that allows for openness and good communication. All of these 
are done wtih a hope of building community which is my 
mission in all programs that I organize. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Washington DC Jewish Community Center is an urban center with a daily preschool and 
festivals for music and literature, and film and a first class theatre. The mission is to be open to 
the community in a variety of ways, some through the fitness center, others through our many 
classes from Hebrew to Wine tasting. Its population is more than half young professionals under 
40. Two congregations meet here on shabbat, one with outreach to the gay and lesbian 
community and the other an egalitarian traditional group. We are non-denominational in our programming with 
respect for all Jews and others in our community. 
 
Contact Information 
Washington DCJCC 
1529 16th st. nw 
Washington, DC 20901 

 
 
(202) 777-3268 
jeang@washingtondcjcc.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 4.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 4.5 
 
Organizational membership: JCC , Havura, Hadassah 
 
Other relevant information: MSW; Masters Jewish Communal Service; HUC Honorary Doctorate Jewish 
Communal Service; did grassroots AIDS work in Jewish community for many years 
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Adam Halpern 
Family Life Educator 
Jewish Family Service 

Professional Bio 
 
Adam Halpern has worked in a variety of non-profit settings, 
and is currently a Family Life Educator at Jewish Family 
Service in Seattle, WA. Prior to coming to JFS, he worked with 
Latino immigrants in Seattle and then at an interfaith social 
justice organization in Southern California. Adam also has 
experience in the domestic violence field, serving domestic 
violence victims and their children, as well as doing prevention 
work with men and boys. Originally from Washington State, he 
has degrees in Social Work and Jewish Communal Service 
from the University of Southern California and Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Founded in 1892, Jewish Family Service provides comprehensive social services to 
the Jewish and general communities of Greater Seattle. The agency's mission, to 
help people help themselves, is fulfilled by multiple programs that offer support, 
stability, security and solutions for families and people of all ages challenged by 
poverty, aging, disability, domestic violence and resettlement. Workshops, events and counseling services enrich 
parents, families and individuals in diverse circumstances throughout the life cycle. Programs are supported by 
an extensive corps of volunteers. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Family Service 
1601 16th Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98122 

 
 
(206) 861-8784 
ahalpern@jfsseattle.org 
www.jfsseattle.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 0.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 0.5 
 
Organizational membership: JFCS, Member of JCSA, Synagogue 
 
Other relevant information: I speak both Spanish and English. I have an MSW and MAJCS (Master of Arts in 
Jewish Communal Service) 
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Meryl Hattenbach 
Community Outreach Director 
Boonshoft Center for Jewish Culture and 
Education 

Professional Bio 
 
I am new to the field of Jewish community service and, so far, I 
love it! I spent the first 10 years of my career working in 
conservation as an ecologist. Now that I work work for the JCC 
as Community Outreach Director, my focus is to improve the 
quality of life for Jews and their families by providing quality 
Jewish programs in an open and welcoming setting. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton is the central organization 
established to further the welfare of the Jewish community. The Federation 
coordinates social, welfare and cultural programs; fosters cooperation among Jewish organizations; facilitates 
fund-raising activities on the local and national level; and stimulates participation and interest in community-wide 
activities. 
 
Contact Information 
525 Versailles Dr.  
Dayton, OH 45459  

 
 
(937) 853-0372  
mhattenbach@jfgd.net  
www.jewishdayton.org  
 

 
Years with organization:  1  
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1  
 
Organizational membership: JCC, Federation 
 
Other relevant information:  I have a strong love for Israel having travelled there three times. Once as a tourist, 
another as a student at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and most recently as a member of the US Maccabi 
delegation 
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Sherry Israel 
Associate Professor in the Hornstein 
Program 
Brandeis University 

Professional Bio 
 
Sherry Israel was Associate Professor in the Hornstein Program at 
Brandeis University from 1991 to 2003. She spent the next year as a 
Visiting Scholar at the Women’s Studies Research Center at Brandeis 
and then returned to Hornstein as a Visiting Associate Professor. Prior to 
coming to Brandeis, she was Senior Planning Associate at Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies (the Boston Federation). Among her 
responsibilities, she was research director for the 1985 and 1995 Jewish 
community demographic studies, authoring both comprehensive and 
more limited research reports on both surveys; worked with the planning 
portfolio for Jewish education; and served as the first staff director of the 
Commission on Jewish Continuity. Her recent research and consulting 
includes projects in Jewish demography, leadership development and 
staff training, strategic planning, and creating meaningful Jewish 
community, with special attention to intermarried Jews and their families. 
She received her BA from the University of Chicago in 1957, Phi Beta 
Kappa, and an MA (1959) in Psychology and PhD (1964) in Social 
Psychology from UCLA, focusing on the dynamics of small groups and 
social communication; and studied the applied side of group dynamics at 
the National Training Lab’s summer programs in Bethel, ME and in 
training-of-trainer settings in Connecticut. She is currently the Chair of 
the National Havurah Committee and a member of the Advisory Group 
of the Keruv Program of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs, and of 
the Ethics Committee of Aleph, the Alliance for Jewish Renewal. She 
served as a member of the United Jewish Communities’ National 
Technical Advisory Committees for the 1990 and 2000-2001 national 
American Jewish population studies, and is immediate Past President of 
the Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry. She has lived in 
Newton, MA since 1971. She sings in Koleinu, Boston’s non-audition 
Jewish community chorus, and is a founder and active member of the 
Newton Center Minyan. Dr Israel and her late husband, Rabbi Richard 
Israel, raised their four children in New Haven, CT and in Newton. All 
have married and have families; her nine grandchildren range in age 
from 1 1/2 to 18. 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Hornstein Program at Brandeis University offers master's level training for people who want 
to work professionally in, and provide leadership for, the Jewish community. 
 
Contact Information 
Brandeis University 
38 Ballard Street 
Newton, MA 02459 

 
 
(617) 965-9629 
israel@brandeis.edu 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 16 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, independant minyan; hadassah; national havurah committee 
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Rachel Jurisz  
Coordinator of Outreach Programs 
UJA Federation of Northern NJ 

Professional Bio 
 
Rachel Jurisz is the Coordinator of Outreach Programs in the 
Synagogue Leadership Initiative Department at UJA Federation 
of Northern New Jersey. Rachel manages the Shalom Baby 
program, and outreach initiatives for families, and the Supplies 
for Success backpack drive. Prior to her work at SLI, Rachel 
ran Connections, an education and outreach program for 
families through the Long Island office of UJA-Federation of 
New York. Rachel also worked in special events and 
fundraising at the HealthCare Chaplaincy in Manhattan and did 
outreach and programming for the Hillel Foundation for Jewish 
Life at Stony Brook University. Rachel holds a bachelors 
degree in Sociology and Hebrew from the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. Rachel is also a certified life coach 
through the Academy for Coach Training and has led group 
workshops and individual coaching sessions for adults, 
teenagers, and young children. 

 
Organization Description 
 
UJA Federation of Northern New Jersey supports eighty five beneficiary and affiliated 
agencies and community services that provide humanitarian and social services for Jews in 
our community, in Israel and sixty countries worldwide. Of primary importance to our UJA 
Federation is to act as the central unifying force of our diverse Jewish community and build 
partnerships to meet the ongoing needs of the Jewish people. 
 
Contact Information 
UJA Federation of Northern NJ  
111 Kinderkamack Road  
River Edge, NJ 07661 

 
 
201-488-6800, #252  
rachelj@ujannj.org  
www.ujannj.org  
 

 
Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 4  
 
Other relevant information:  Certified Life Coach 
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Kathy Kahn 
National Director of Outreach and 
Membership 
Commission of Reform Jewish 
Outreach and Synagogue 
Community of the Union for 
Reform Judaism 

Professional Bio 
 
Kathryn Kahn is the National Director of Outreach and Membership in the 
William and Lottie Daniel Department of Outreach of the Union for Reform 
Judaism. In her seventeen years of service to the Union, Ms. Kahn has 
written many articles on interfaith and conversion issues and created and 
developed programs in counseling and programming for rabbis, supporting 
those in the process of conversion and increasing attention to synagogue 
membership in the areas of recruitment, engagement and retention. She has 
served as faculty and administrator of the three URJ-CCAR Fellows 
Programs for: Conversion Certification, Membership Fellows Certification 
and Interfaith Couples and Families Certification at HUC in Cincinnati; 
served as faculty at the annual Gerecht Outreach Institute On Conversion for 
all 3rd year rabbinic and cantorial students on all 3 HUC-JIR campuses; and 
edited and contributed to numerous publications, among them the 2000, 
2002, and 2004 Belin Outreach Idea Book series and the new Outreach and 
Membership Idea Book, the newly revised and expanded Lifecycle of 
Synagogue Membership, Defining a Role for the Non-Jew in the Synagogue, 
the Introduction to Judaism Instructor’s Guide and Curriculum, Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot Study Guides and from the URJ Press, That You May Live Long: 
Caring for Our Aging Parents, Caring for Ourselves and Living Torah and 
Inside Intermarriage: A Christian Partner’s Perspective on Raising a Jewish 
Family by Jim Keen. She is the prime mover in the development, 
implementation and administration of the widely acclaimed national program, 
“A Taste of Judaism: Are You Curious?” which has welcomed more than 
75,000 people to learn about Judaism since 1994 in synagogues across the 
U.S. and Canada. Ms. Kahn and her husband Clifford are the proud parents 
of two daughters and reside in Glen Ridge, New Jersey.  
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Movement 
in North America, was founded in Cincinnati in 1873 by Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise as the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has 
grown from an initial membership of 34 congregations in 28 cities to more 
than 900 congregations in the United States, Canada, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the 
largest Jewish movement in North America and represents an estimated 1.5 million Jews. At the Union's 2003 
Biennial convention the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to change the name of the organization to the 
Union for Reform Judaism. As the congregational arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary 
mission to create and sustain vibrant Jewish congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union provides 
leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, ethical, and political issues as well as materials and 
consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union also provides opportunities for individual growth and 
identity that congregations and individuals cannot provide by themselves, including camps and Israel programs, 
study kallot, and North American and regional biennials. 
 
Contact Information 
Commission of Reform Jewish Outreach and Synagogue 
Community of the Union for Reform Judaism 
633 Third Ave 
New York, NY 10017 

 
 
(212) 650-4230 
kkahn@urj.org 
www.urj.org/outreach 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 17 
Years working in the field of outreach: 17                               Organizational membership: Synagogue  
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Linda Kanner 
Coordinator 
Faithways: the Interfaith Family Support 
Network of Jewish Family and Children's 
Service of Greater Philadelphia 

Professional Bio 
 
I received a BA in Sociology at Brandeis University and 
received an MSW from the University of Pennsylvania. I've 
been with JFCS's Counseling Department and Family Life 
Education Department doing counseling, education and 
communal work for over 14 years. Over a year ago I moved to 
the position of Faithways Coordinator at JFCS. I am also an 
Adjunct Professor at Bucks County Community College where I 
teach Social Work and Sociology. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Faithways seeks to welcome the interfaith population of Greater 
Philadelphia into the Jewish community. Our intention is to make 
Judaism a comfortable option as a practice, belief and community 
for interfaith families. We: advocate for institutional and attitudinal 
change in the mainstream Jewish community to make it a safe, non-judgemental place for interfaith families; raise 
awareness of some of the challenges, issues & needs facing interfaith families; and connect these families with 
the Jewish community via program development, consultation and education. 
 
Contact Information 
Faithways Interfaith Family Support Network of JFCS 
10125 Verree Rd 
Philadelphia, PA 19116 

 
 
215 698-9950, ext 262 
lindak@jfcsphil.org 
www.jfcsphil.org/faithways.htm 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 14 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 8 
 
Organizational membership: JFCS, Jewish Communal Professionals of Philadelphia 
 
Other relevant information: Licensed Clinical Social Worker in PA & NJ; Member of ACSW & NASW 



 

Page 24 

 
 
Dawn Kepler 
Director 
Building Jewish Bridges 
 

Professional Bio 
 
Dawn Kepler has worked in outreach to interfaith families and 
unaffiliated Jews since 1990. Her programs have been offered 
at synagogues from all Jewish movements as well as Jewish 
community centers, agencies, and schools. She developed 
Building Jewish Bridges: Outreach to Interfaith Couples in 1998 
for Lehrhaus Judaica, in response to a request from the Walter 
& Elise Haas Fund. Dawn created and chaired her 
congregation’s Outreach committee for fourteen years. She 
has chaired the Interfaith Committee of the Pacific West, 
currently serves on the Jewish Community Federation 
Endowment Fund of San Francisco, Marin, Sonoma Counties 
& the Peninsula Interfaith Advisory Committee, The Planning 
Group of Interfaithfamily.com’ Professionals Advisory Circle, 
and is a member of the Jewish Welcome Network, a San 
Francisco bay area professionals group for those engaged in 
Outreach. 

 
Organization Description  
 
Building Jewish Bridges, located at the Jewish Community Federation of the 
Greater East Bay, invites individuals and families to explore Jewish community 
and consider Jewish choices. Offering workshops, ongoing couples groups, 
individual sessions and classes, the program reflects our richly diverse bay area community addressing the 
concerns of interfaith, multiracial, multiethnic and LGBT families. 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Building Jewish Bridges  
Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay  
300 Grand Ave.  
Oakland, CA  94610 

 
 
510-839-2900 x347  
dawn@jfed.org  
www.jfed.org/interfaith.htm 
 

 
Years with organization: 7 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 16 
 
Organizational membership: Federation 
 
Other relevant information: My program also addresses the issues and needs of converts to Judaism. 
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Elise Klein 
Founder and President 
Teachers against Prejudice 

Professional Bio 
Elise Klein has been active in the field of international 
education for 18 years. As an educator, academic director, 
program director, curriculum developer, teacher trainer, 
workshop presenter and keynote speaker, Elise has worked in 
the field of cross-cultural communication both domestically and 
abroad doing her part to bring the world closer together.  
 
 Elise began using film and television in the classroom as a 
vehicle for understanding and discussion in 1992. She has 
shared her methodology and unique approach with countless 
numbers of teachers and students over the past 15 years in the 
classroom and in workshops which she conducts. It is this 
commitment to confronting prejudice which led to the formation 
of TAP.  
 
Elise was most recently Director of BRIDGES, which was an 
outreach program for interfaith couples and families which 
offers a variety of monthly discussion groups, sensitive to and 
respectful of the needs of dual heritage families. 

 
Organization Description 
 
We are a non-profit group dedicated to fighting prejudice, intolerance and bigotry through education. We stand for 
a future built on the respect and acceptance we can all create today. 
 
Contact Information 
58 Pine Street 
New Canaan, CT 06840 

 
 
203-801-0257 
Bridgesujf@aol.com 
 
 

 
Organizational membership: Sociopolitical Liaison , Connecticut TESOL, Chair, Caucus Leadership Council, 
International TESOL, Member, COMMET Ad Hoc Oversight Committee, International TESOL, Advisory Board 
Member, The Discovery Center, Justice of the Peace, State of Connecticut, Founder and President, Klein 
International Educational Consulting 
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Esther Kosofsky  
Facilitator 
Union for Reform Judasim 

Professional Bio 
 
Esther R. Kosofsky has been developing and facilitating 
interfaith couples programs for many years for Jewish 
organizations and congregations including the Union for 
Reform Judaism Northeast Council; Jewish Family & Children 
Service of Boston; The Gerim Institute (now The Jewish 
Discovery Institute); the New Hampshire Jewish Federation; 
and Temple Israel, Boston. She facilitates discussion and 
couples groups and speaks frequently on the subject. She is 
team-writing a URJ pilot program entitled "Inside Interfaith 
Marriage: Supporting the Journey into Jewish Family Life for 
Non-Jewish Parents Raising Jewish Children.” Esther is also a 
teacher at Prozdor High School at Hebrew College; a Jewish 
family educator; and a children’s musical theatre director in her 
community. She lives in Nashua, New Hampshire with her 
husband and two teenagers. 

 
Contact Information 
29 Lutheran Drive  
Nashua, NH 03063-2919 

 
 
(603) 579-0535  
ekosofsky@comcast.net  
 

 
Years working in the field of outreach: 20+ years 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, Federation 
 
Other relevant information: I love all kinds of theatre: musical, drama, children's, readers' and improvisational. 
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Judith Krell 
Associate Director, 
Community Planning 
Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies 
 

Professional Bio 
 
I have worked at the Federation in Boston (Combined Jewish Philanthropies) for 
just over 20 years as a planner responsible for local social services, community 
relations and outreach. I staff the Intermarriage Task Force. Before this, I taught 
Psychology at Endicott College in Beverly. I have 2 Masters degrees, one in 
French literature and one in Counseling. I will retiring from the Federation at the 
end of June. 

 
Organization Description 
 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies is Boston's Jewish federation and raises 
approximately $38 million annually for Jewish education, local social and community 
services/outreach and for Israel and overseas. 
 
Contact Information 
126 High Street 
Boston, MA 01907 
 

 
 
(617) 457-8592 
judithk@cjp.org 

 
Years with organization: 20+                                          
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 20+ 
 
Organizational membership: Federation 
 
Other relevant information: I am an active advocate for the creation of an inclusive and welcoming Jewish 
community. 



 

Page 28 

  
 
Karen Kushner 
Director 
Project Welcome 

Professional Bio 
 
Karen Kushner, MSW is the director of Project Welcome, an 
outreach program welcoming interfaith families, unaffiliated 
Jews and seekers into Independent, Renewal, Reform, 
Reconstructionist, and Conservative synagogues. A project of 
the Union for Reform Judaism, it is supported by the Richard 
and Rhoda Goldman Fund and the Walter and Elise Haas 
Fund. She has previously worked as a family educator and 
therapist specializing in the self-healing power of families. She 
lectures and leads workshops and retreats for educational, 
business and religious groups. For over twenty years she 
taught religious school to teenagers and primary students and 
designed a Hebrew curriculum for second graders learning with 
their parents. She has co-authored, with Anita Diamant, How 
To Be a Jewish Parent: A Practical Handbook for Family LIfe. 
And, with her husband, Lawrence Kushner, she has written 
Because Nothing Looks Like God (an adult theology for very 
young children) as well as a Teacher’s and Parents’ guide to 
encourage conversation about God. She is the mother of three 
adult children and grandmother of two. 
 

 
Organization Description  
 
Project Welcome is a program which aims to breathe new life 
and new vision into efforts to bring interfaith couples and 
families, and unaffiliated Jews, more deeply into all of the 
branches of our synagogue communities. It is project of the URJ supported by the Richard and Rhoda Goldman 
Fund and  the Walter and Elise Haas Fund. 
 
Contact Information 
Project Welcome 
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 1120 
Suite 1120 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

 
 
415 392 7080 x18 
kkushner@sbcglobal.net 
www.projectwelcome.org 
 
 

 
Organizational membership: Synagogue 
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Rosanne Levitt 
Former Director of Interfaith Connection, JCC 
San Francisco 

Professional Bio 
 
Rosanne Levitt is the retired Director of the Interfaith 
Connection at the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco.  
She created a program of outreach to interfaith couples and 
families in January, 1986 at a time when few programs were in 
existence in the country.  Ms. Levitt acted as a resource and 
mentor to many individuals and communities helping them plan 
programs for their communities.  As Director she facilitated 
over 60 Discussion Series for Interfaith Couples, personally 
had contact with over 3,600 couples and led numerous 
workshops.  Ms. Levitt is a licensed Marriage Family Therapist.  
Currently, Rosanne continues her interest in outreach to 
interfaith couples and families through her work as Chairperson 
of the Jewish Community Federation Endowment Fund of San 
Francisco, Marin, Sonoma Counties & The Peninsula Interfaith 
Advisory Committee.  In addition, she continues to be involved 
with the Jewish Welcome Network, a group of outreach 
professionals and lay volunteers who meet monthly. Rosanne 
is co-chair of the Planning Group of the InterfaithFamily.com 
Professionals Advisory Circle. 

 
Contact Information 
446 Nevada Ave 
San Mateo, CA 94402 

 
 
650-348-3327 
rosanne_levitt@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 18 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 18 
 
Organizational membership: synagogue, JCC, Federation 
 
Other relevant information: Licensed Marriage Family Therapist 



 

Page 30 

  
 
Elana MacGilpin 
Director, Adult Director 
Chai: The Center for Jewish Life, Mandell JCC 

Professional Bio 
 
Elana MacGilpin is the Director of Chai: The Center for Jewish 
Life and the Adult Director of the Mandell JCC - both in Greater 
Hartford, CT. Before relocating to West Hartford, CT, Elana 
was a Program Manager at the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society in Waltham, MA. Elana's prior experience working in 
the Jewish community includes working at Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies in Boston as the Israel Programs Coordinator. 
After graduating from Union College, Elana participated in City 
Year Boston. Elana has an MSW from the University of 
Michigan and is married with one son, Sammy. 

 
Organization Description  
 
Chai: The Center for Jewish Life is the Jewish welcome 
center in the Farmington Valley. Newcomer or native, 
young family or empty nester, the Chai Center has 
something for everyone. From playgroups and family 
activities, to classes with local rabbis and The Mother's 
Circle, everyone is welcome at Chai. The Mandell Greater Hartford JCC is a Jewish place for all people. We are a 
community and cultural center, a school, a health club, a summer camp, a swim and racquet club, an arts center 
and much more for all ages and interests. We are committed to enriching your life and the lives of your family. 
 
Contact Information 
Chai: The Center for Jewish Life 
166 West Main Street 
Avon, CT 06001 
 
Mandell JCC 
335 Bloomfield Ave 
West Bloomfield, CT 06109 

 
 
(860) 677-1235 
emacgilpin@jewishhartford.org 
www.jewishhartford.org, www.mandelljcc.org 
 

 
Years with organization: 1.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1.5 
 
Organizational membership: JCC, Federation 
 
Other relevant information: I'm a big Red Sox fan! 
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Liz Marcovitz  
Program Officer  
Jewish Outreach Institute 
 

Professional Bio 
 
Liz Marcovitz is a Program Officer at the Jewish Outreach 
Institute, where she researches and writes curriculum for JOI’s 
educational and training programs. Liz moderates JOI's 
Mothers Circle and Empowering Ruth Listserves and 
represents JOI's program staff at JOI's Women's Advisory 
Board Meetings. Prior to JOI, Liz has worked in advertising, 
television, journalism and Jewish education. 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Jewish Outreach Institute (JOI) is a national, trans-denominational Jewish organization 
dedicated to serving the needs of Jews who have intermarried, unaffiliated Jews, and Jews-
by-choice. Initially founded as a research organization, JOI has expanded its work to also 
include innovative direct service programs; training of Jewish professionals and volunteer 
leaders to better welcome newcomers; and the effectiveness of outreach and advocacy for a more inclusive 
Jewish community. Our mission is driven by the fundamental belief that strengthening the connections between 
the Jewish community and the nearly one million intermarried families in North America is essential to the survival 
of North American Jewry. We provide resources that enable intermarried and unaffiliated Jews to enter the 
Jewish community, and we help the Jewish community become more a welcoming place. Our work includes 
creating innovative outreach programs, but it also involves transforming existing communal institutions through 
professional education and training. 
 
Contact Information 
1270 Broadway 
Suite 609 
New York, NY 10024 
 

 
 
(212) 760-1440 
lmarcovitz@joi.org 
www.joi.org 

 
Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1 
 
Organizational membership: Hillel 
 
Other relevant information: Liz enjoys running and is a docent volunteer at a historic New York City synagogue. 
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Helena McMahon 
Manager- Interfaith Connection 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco 

Professional Bio 
 
Helena McMahon is a licensed marriage and family therapist in 
private practice in San Francisco. She is the manager of 
Interfaith Connection, a program of the Richard and Rhoda 
Goldman Center for Adult Living and Learning at the Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco. Interfaith Connection is 
currently celebrating its 20th Anniversary and was the first 
program of its kind in the nation. 
 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Interfaith Connection is a program that addresses the special needs of interfaith 
couples where one of the partners is Jewish. We offer discussion groups, panel 
presentations, holiday and relationship relevant educational programs, social and 
community building experiences/outings and future opportunities to travel to Israel. We are located in San 
Francisco and provided services in San Francisco and other Bay Area locations. 
 
Contact Information 
JCCSF 
3200 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

 
 
(415) 292-1252 
hmcmahon@jccsf.org 
www.jccsf.org/interfaith 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 2.5 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 2.5 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, JCCSF, Brandeis Hillel Day School 
 
Other relevant information: Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist in Private Practice in San Francisco for 
past five years, Geary Masonic Counseling Center 
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Mindee Meltzer 
Social Worker, Coordinator 
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest 

Professional Bio 
 
Mindee Meltzer LCSW, EdM is a Social Worker at Jewish 
Family Service of Metrowest in Framingham, Massachusetts. 
She is the coordinator of several community programs 
including Kulanu, an outreach program for families with young 
children living in the Metrowest Boston area. She has 
previously coordinated the Family Parenting Center at the JCC 
in Houston and continues to be involved with Parent education 
programs, including support groups for new mothers and an 
intergenerational program. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Jewish Family Service of MetroWest's Kulanu offers programs and support for families with 
young children looking to make connections with other young families exploring Judaism. 
Holiday celebrations, educational programs and social groups are organized in partnership with 
Temple Etz Chaim in Franklin and Temple Beth Torah in Holliston. Jewish Family Service of Metrowest also 
offers programs for adoptive families, outreach to elders and new American programs. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest 
475 Franklin Street, Suite 101 
Framingham, MA 01746 

 
 
(508) 875-3100 
mmeltzer@jfsmw.org 
www.jfsmw.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 3 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 3 
 
Organizational membership: JFCS, First Vice President of Temple Beth Torah in Holliston 
 
Other relevant information: I received my Masters in Social Work at Washington University in St. Louis and my 
Masters in Education, with a specialization in Special Education, at Boston University. 
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Wendy Palmer 
Marriage and Family Therapist 

Professional Bio 
 
A licensed clinical social worker and licensed marriage 
and family therapist with 25 years experience, Ms. 
Palmer maintains a private counseling practice 
specializing in interfaith couples. Her work with 
interfaith couples was recently featured in Redbook 
magazine. She has also appeared as a columnist for 
InterfaithFamily.com. 
 

 
Contact Information 
12830 Hillcrest Road 
Dallas, TX 75230 

 
 
(214) 363-0275 
wjwpalmer@flash.net 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 4 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 11 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue Outreach/keruv committee 
 
Other relevant information: A licensed clinical social worker and marrriage and family therapist. My work with 
an interfaith couple was recently featured in REDBOOK magazine's "Marriage Makeover" series. 
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Elana Kling Perkins 
Coordinator of Interfaith Family Resource 
Center 
Jewish Family & Children's Service of Greater 
Boston 

Professional Bio 
 
I have worked for over 30 years as an individual and couples 
psychotherapist in mental health centers and private practice. I 
have served as a consultant and group facilitator in schools, 
agencies, amd nursing homes. I have served for the last ten 
years as a group leader, consultant to individuals and 
communal organizations and program coordinator for 
individuals, couples and families in interfaith relationships at 
Jewish Family & Children's Service of Greater Boston. I am 
currently a partner in Perspectives, a unique counseling and 
consultation service that helps people successfully navigate 
life’s transitions. We incorporate a Jewish dimension and 
sensibility to our work and integrate Jewish values & rituals into 
our groups and presentations.We also provide educational 
opportunities and consultations about issues pertaining to 
Jewish family life.  

 
Organization Description 
 
The Interfaith Family Resource Center invites interfaith couples and their families to 
join us in explorations of the unique issues that arise from differences in faith and 
traditions. We offer opportunities for participants from a wide range of backgrounds to 
meet, learn and share in a variety of comfortable, nonjudgmental forums. We provide a resource center, 
workshops, discussion groups, educational programs, panel presentations, speakers' bureau and personal and 
organizational consultations. Programs are led by experienced staff who explore with couples the religious, 
cultural, emotional and interpersonal aspects of interfaith family life. 
 
Contact Information 
JF&CS 
1430 Main St. 
Waltham, MA 02451 

 
 
(781) 647-5327 
ekperkins@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 10 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 10 
 
Organizational membership: JFCS 
 



 

Page 37 

  
 
Rabbi Rayzel Raphael 
Rabbic Director 
Faithways: the Interfaith Family Support 
Network of Jewish Family and Children's 
Service of Greater Philadelphia 

Professional Bio 
 
Rabbi Rayzel Raphael is  the Rabbinic Director of Faithways: 
the Interfaith Family Support Network of Jewish Family and 
Children's Service of Greater Philadelphia. She is also 
currently the Rabbi of Beth Israel Congregation of Woodbury, 
New Jersey. Rabbi Rayzel received her rabbinic ordination at 
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Wyncote, Pa. She 
attended Brandeis University for graduate studies in 
Contemporary Jewish Studies and has a B.A. from Indiana 
University in Religious Studies. She is also a Wexner Graduate 
Fellow and participant in the Melton Senior Educator Program 
at Hebrew University. Rayzel consults with The Jewish 
Creativity Project of New Legends, and Devorah's Flame 
Women's Spirituality Institute, focusing on outreach through 
spirituality and the arts. She composes original Jewish music, 
sings with Shabbat Unplugged and MIRAJ and has recorded 
three albums. Rabbi Rayzel performs weddings and is a 
specialist in helping couples creates their own unique 
ceremonies. She provides counseling and teaching for 
interfaith couples. Rabbi Raphael teaches on a variety of topics 
including: Explorations in Jewish Women’s Spirituality, Angels, 
New Jewish ritual, and Kabbalah. She is committed to teaching 
Judaism as a spiritual path, while embracing the diversity of 
world religions. 

 
Organization Description  
 
Faithways, the Interfaith Family Support Network of the Jewish 
Family and Children’s Service seeks to welcome the interfaith 
population of the Delaware Valley into the Jewish community. 
Faithways provides training for Rabbis, therapists, social workers, 
Jewish communal professionals, and educators about the issues specific to 
those who are in interfaith relationships, their children, their parents and their community, in order to help the 
professionals build their knowledge and skills or working with this population. Faithways serves as a 
clearinghouse of information on Jewish institutions, therapists, educators, and others with willingness and 
openness to serve the interfaith population. Faithways develops program opportunities of mutual support for 
connections between interfaith families, for families and their extended families, and for interfacing with Jewish 
communal agencies. 
 
Contact Information 
Faithways/JFCS 
1211Ansley Ave 
Melrose Park, PA 19027 

 
 
(215) 782-1221 
rayzelr@jfcsphil.org 
www.shechinah.com 
 

 
Years with organization:  8 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 25 
 
Organizational membership:  Synagogue, Federation, Rabbinical organizations, Aleph, B'not Aish 
 
Other relevant information: singer/ songwriter, mother of teenager, Yigdal and 8 year old Hallel 
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Amy Rovin 
Community Connections Coordinator 
InterfaithFamily.com 

Professional Bio 
 
Amy Rovin joined InterfaithFamily.com in April 2006. 
She was Program Director and Director of Jewish 
Student Life at the University of Rhode Island Hillel 
from 1999 to 2003, and has also worked in radio 
station advertising. Amy is a 1999 graduate of the 
University of Maryland. 

 
Organization Description  
 
InterfaithFamily.com empowers interfaith families to make 
Jewish choices for themselves and their children, and 
encourages the Jewish community to welcome interfaith 
families. Our goals are to educate interfaith families with helpful and supportive information that can be accessed 
privately, at any time that is convenient to them; to connect interfaith families with each other and with welcoming 
Jewish organizations, professionals and programs in their local communities; and to advocate for Jewish 
communal attitudes, policies and practices that are inclusive of interfaith families.  
 
Contact Information 
InterfaithFamily.com 
90 Oak Street 
PO Box 428 
Newton Upper Falls, MA 02464 

 
 
(617)581-6862 
amyr@interfaithfamily.com 
www.interfaithfamily.com 
 

 
Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1 
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Rabbi Laurie Rutenberg and 
Rabbi Gary Schoenberg 
Founding Rabbis 
Gesher 

Professional Bio 
 
Rabbi Laurie Rutenberg 
Laurie Rutenberg's rabbinic life has been devoted to working with unaffiliated 
Jews. She held one of the first Jewish outreach positions ever on a college 
at the University of Michigan. She became the first rabbi ever to serve in the 
position of Associate University Chaplain at Yale University and she was a 
director of Jewish Outreach for Hillel at California State University at 
Northridge. In 1990, with her husband and colleague, Gary Schoenberg, she 
founded Gesher—A Bridge Home in Portland, Oregon, as a new model of 
outreach and welcome to unaffiliated Jews and intermarried families. They 
and their children Avital and Michael have built their lives around the mitzva 
of bringing in guests 7500 of them, mostly families and younger adults, 
modeling joyous and supportive Jewish home life, and building relationships 
with strangers – become friends - whose lives have been transformed by 
that experience. Gesher is a village that finds Laurie and her family walking 
into any synagogue or Jewish event in Portland and connecting with friends 
who entered Jewish Portland through Gesher. Laurie was the first woman to 
serve as president of the Oregon Board of Rabbis. In 2000, she was named 
to the Forward Fifty. 
 
Rabbi Gary Schoenberg 
Through the force of family history, Gary Schoenberg entered rabbinical 
school wanting to reach unaffiliated Jews. Most of his brothers and cousins 
became affiliated with other religions. As a rabbi of a small synagogue in 
Livermore, California, a Rabbinic Fellow at CLAL and as a rabbi of a large 
congregation in Hollywood, California, he found himself wanting to reach 
Jews who lacked a meaningful connection to Jewish learning and living. He 
also felt a deep conflict between being a congregational rabbi and having a 
Jewish home life. So when children arrived, he was inspired to search for a 
different model: one that integrated Jewish home life with his life's work. 
Therefore, in 1990, with his wife and colleague, Laurie Rutenberg, he 
founded Gesher in Portland, Oregon, as a model of outreach and welcome 
to unaffiliated Jews and intermarried families. Laurie and Gary are the proud 
parents of two children: Avital, a sophomore at Yale, and Michael, an 
entering freshman at U Penn. Both are passionate Jews, who have helped 
welcome 7500 different guests into their home, with the core self esteem that 
flows from this experience. In 2000, he was named to the Forward Fifty. 

 
Organization Description 
 
In 1990, Gesher—A Bridge Home was established in Portland, Oregon, as a model of 
outreach to unaffiliated Jews and intermarried families.  Gesher is an immersive Jewish 
home that takes “Jews without memory” and “Jews on the move” and engages them in 
a relationship with Jewish living and learning that leads into affiliation with the Jewish 
community.  Gesher has welcomed over 7500 different individuals to its Shabbat and Holiday dinner programs.  It 
shares with them the warmth and connection of Jewish home life and imparts a deep sense of belonging to the 
Jewish people. 
  
Gesher’s program has received national acclaim for its ability to reach large numbers of unaffiliated Jews, 
imparting the greatest sense of welcome, inspiring the most change in home celebration of Jewish life, and 
impacting connections with the Jewish community. Gesher’s success stories include disconnected Jews who 
have crossed the bridge into the life of the Jewish community in Portland to become members of synagogues and 
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the Jewish community center and parents who send their children to day school.  Gesher alumni have become 
chairs of Super Sunday campaigns, president of the community day school board, presidents of synagogues, and 
board members of every agency of the Federation, founders of new Jewish institutions and synagogues in 
Portland.  
  
In 1997, Gesher received a grant from the Jewish Connection Partnership under Dr. Egon Mayer’s z”l direction.  
A study of Gesher’s participants found that 98.5% feel welcome at Gesher.  66% said that it had a meaningful 
impact on their own Jewish home life.  Many have crossed this bridge to become active participants in all walks of 
Jewish communal involvement, from liberal to orthodox synagogues, from Federation leadership to synagogue 
and day school leadership.  
  
The role that Gesher plays in the Portland Jewish community is a unique, but replicable role that has helped 
transform the Jewish community’s attitude and approach to unaffiliated Jews, and its success in building 
relationships with disconnected, previously unreachable unaffiliated Jews.  
  
In 1999, Gesher received a grant from the Covenant Foundation to compile a handbook for outreach workers.  
That handbook, River of Souls: Guiding Jewish Americans Home is planned as a core offering of Gesher’s future 
website.   
  
In 2000, Gesher also received a grant from the STAR foundation to work with local synagogues to help them 
reposition Jewish home life at the center of synagogue community. 
  
Gesher’s work has inspired colleagues from Sidney, Australia to Paris, France.  It is a model of outreach that 
would work in any Jewish community in the United States. 
 
Contact Information 
Gesher 
10701 SW 25th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97219 

 
 
(503) 246-5070 
gesher@comcast.net 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 17 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 25 
 
Organizational membership: Gesher, CCAR, Oregon Board of Rabbis 
 
Other relevant information:   
Laurie loves Torah, parenting, singing, people, teaching and sharing the joy of Jewish learning and living. 
 
Gary is also the author of numerous (yet to be published) short stories for children. He has worked on a play 
entitled, “Mark Twain Meets Sholem Aleichem.” He is a rabid sports fan, a competitive tennis player, a passionate 
teacher, with a life's work that finds him cooking over seventy different home-made soups, mentoring numerous 
teenagers, and helping many young adults find their life’s work and life’s partner. 
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Marjorie Schnyder 
Director of Family Life Education 
Jewish Family Service 

Professional Bio 
 
Ms. Schnyder is the Director of Family Life Education 
at Jewish Family Service.   She has over 15 years 
experience as a child and family therapist, a parent 
educator and providing training and consultation to 
teachers and parents in early childhood and 
elementary school settings.   Ms.Schnyder also has a 
very strong interest in the intersect of family life and 
culture.  She has an AB from the University of Michigan 
and an MSW from the University of Washington. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
Founded in 1892, Jewish Family Service provides comprehensive social services to 
the Jewish and general communities of Greater Seattle. The agency's mission, to 
help people help themselves, is fulfilled by multiple programs that offer support, 
stability, security and solutions for families and people of all ages challenged by 
poverty, aging, disability, domestic violence and resettlement. Workshops, events and counseling services enrich 
parents, families and individuals in diverse circumstances throughout the life cycle. Programs are supported by 
an extensive corps of volunteers. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Family Service 
1601-16th Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98122 

 
 
(206) 861-3146 
mschnyder@jfsseattle.org 
www.jfsseattle.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 4 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 4 
 
Other relevant information: MSW 
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Joyce Schwartz 
Outreach Program Coordinator 
Union for Reform Judaism 

Professional Bio 
 
Joyce is the Outreach Program Coordinator at the URJ 
Northeast Council office.  In this position, she helps to 
coordinate and administer all of the programs for interfaith 
couples as well as for individuals seeking to learn about 
Judaism.  These programs include:  Taste of Judaism, 
Introduction to Judaism, Yours, Mine & Ours, Inside Interfaith 
Marriage and New Beginnings. I also facilitate the YMO, Inside 
Interfaith Marriage and New Beginnings classes. 

 
Organization Description 
 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism Northeast Council offers a wide array of 
outreach programs, including A Taste of Judaism, Introduction to Judaism 
and Yours, Mine & Ours (a program for interfaith couples). Individuals and 
couples wishing to learn more about Judaism will find our free mini-course A 
Taste of Judaism: Are You Curious? a great place to begin their exploration. This program is attended by people 
from a wide range of religious backgrounds who want to understand how Judaism differs from Christianity and 
other major religions. Taught by dynamic rabbis from the Greater Boston community, this course gets rave 
reviews from all participants! Yours, Mine & Ours is a program for interfaith couples designed to strengthen 
understanding and communication about issues that are common to many interfaith relationships, such as raising 
children in an interfaith family, celebrating family holidays, and staying close to both of their extended families. 
These groups are very supportive to both partners in an interfaith relationship and offer an opportunity to meet 
other interfaith couples and learn how they face these important, yet complex, issues. 
 
 
Contact Information 
Union for Reform Judaism 
75 Second Avenue 
Suite 550 
Needham, MA 02494 

 
 
(781)449-0404 
jschwartz@urj.org 
www.reformjudaismboston.org 
 
 

 
Organizational membership: Synagogue 
 
 



 

Page 43 

  
 
Rabbi Charles Simon 
Executive Director 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 

Professional Bio 
 
Rabbi Charles Simon has served as the Executive Director of the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs since 1981. Under his guidance, FJMC 
has produced numerous books, guides, films, and programs designed to 
enhance Jewish life, for men and women and their communities at large. 
An active innovator, Rabbi Simon has been responsible for the production 
of a host of materials designed to make Jewish life more accessible. These 
accomplishments include the development of the highly acclaimed Art of 
Jewish Living series, authored by Dr. Ron Wolfson, the writing and 
production of a short education film, A Guide to the Shabbat Morning Torah 
Service, featuring actor Jonathan Silverman and a motivational and 
instructional film, The Ties That Bind 1999, designed to sensitize and 
encourage people to wear Tefillin. He has also edited and supervised the 
Hearing Men’s Voices series, a series of five manuals designed to assist 
Jewish men to address issues facing them today. Rabbi Simon has also 
written 2 books devoted to teaching people how to lead and participate in 
community prayer. In the winter of 2000 Rabbi Simon was asked by the 
leadership of the FJMC to place the issue of intermarriage on the agenda of 
the Conservative Movement. Seven years and three publications later and 
as a result of the success achieved by the 24 congregational pilot projects 
established this goal has been attained. Rabbi Simon was instrumental in 
the creation of the Leadership Council of Conservative Judaism and 
currently serves as its coordinator. In addition to these activities he is 
responsible for starting and nurturing three Masorti congregations in France 
and most recently has been working to bring the Jewish community of India 
into the Masorti world. A 1977 graduate of the Rabbinical School of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, Rabbi Simon served as a 
congregational rabbi before coming to the FJMC. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, Inc. the male volunteer arm of the Conservative/Masorti Movement is 
composed of 30,000 men in approximately 300 congregations in North America. Its goal is "To Involve Jewish 
Men in Jewish life". To this end the FJMC trains lay leadership and has developed a numerous programatic tools 
to foster volunteerism. Some of the most notable initiatives are the Hebrew Literacy Campaign, The Art of Jewish 
Living Series, The Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program, the World Wide Wrap and the Hearing Men's Voices 
initiative. In 2001 the FJMC made a commitment to place "Keruv " on the agenda of the Conservative Movement. 
Currently 79 men and women in 54 congregations are involved in this effort and approximately 120 rabbis have 
participated in FJMC seminars. Additional information can be found on our website FJMC.org 
 
Contact Information 
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

 
 
(212) 749-8100 
international@fjmc.org 
FJMC.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 23 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 30 
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Mitch Sudolsky 
Director 
Jewish Family Service of Austin 

Professional Bio 
 
Mitch Sudolsky, LCSW, director of Jewish Family Service of Austin, 
Texas, is a licensed clinical social worker who holds a bachelor's 
degree in psychology from Cornell University and a master's degree in 
social work from the University of Texas at Austin. He worked for 
thirteen years in rural community mental health centers in southern 
Colorado and northern New Mexico before serving as behavioral 
science coordinator at a family medicine residency program affiliated 
with the University of Colorado Health Sciences center, where he 
taught physicians and provided mental health services in a community 
based hospital training program for seven years. He has also worked 
as a program evaluation consultant to a youth agency in Raton, N.M. 
where he evaluated teen pregnancy prevention and delinquency 
diversion programs. He is a lecturer at the Graduate School of Social 
Work at the University of Texas at Austin. 

 
Organization Description 
 
Jewish Family Service is the social services division of the Jewish Community Association of 
Austin. JFS provides the following services to the Austin Jewish community: Counseling and 
mental health services, Geriatric case management program, Senior activity programs, Nursing 
home outreach, Volunteer program, Education and support groups, Parenting Center, Financial 
assistance for JCAA programs, Emergency financial assistance, and Information and referral. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Family Service of Austin 
11940 Jollyville Road, Suite 110 South 
Austin, TX 78759 

 
 
(512) 250-1043 
Mitch.Sudolsky@shalomaustin.org 
www.shalomaustin.org 

 
Years with organization: 8                                                       
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 8 
 
Organizational membership: JCC                                           
 
Other relevant information: MSW 
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Carol Targum 
URJ Northeast Council 

Professional Bio 
 
Carol S. Targum is a retired social worker with a deep interest in 
interfaith issues.  Carol is co-chair of Interfaith Initiatives at Temple 
Israel, Boston, a large urban congregation with a diverse 
population.  She is a program  facilitator for the Union of Reform 
Judaism Northeast Council and she is writing a pilot program 
entitled "Inside Interfaith Marriage." She serves on the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies Interfaith Task  Force,  and on the board of 
InterfaithFamily.com. She is also active with Mayyim Hayyim: 
Living Waters Community Mikveh and Education Center, a center 
for spirituality and learning. She and her husband recently moved 
to Boston to live near her adult children. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Movement 
in North America, was founded in Cincinnati in 1873 by Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise as the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has 
grown from an initial membership of 34 congregations in 28 cities to more 
than 900 congregations in the United States, Canada, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the 
largest Jewish movement in North America and represents an estimated 1.5 million Jews. At the Union's 2003 
Biennial convention the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to change the name of the organization to the 
Union for Reform Judaism. As the congregational arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary 
mission to create and sustain vibrant Jewish congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union provides 
leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, ethical, and political issues as well as materials and 
consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union also provides opportunities for individual growth and 
identity that congregations and individuals cannot provide by themselves, including camps and Israel programs, 
study kallot, and North American and regional biennials. 
 
InterfaithFamily.com empowers interfaith families to make 
Jewish choices for themselves and their children, and 
encourages the Jewish community to welcome interfaith 
families. Our goals are to educate interfaith families with helpful 
and supportive information that can be accessed privately, at any time that is convenient to them; to connect 
interfaith families with each other and with welcoming Jewish organizations, professionals and programs in their 
local communities; and to advocate for Jewish communal attitudes, policies and practices that are inclusive of 
interfaith families. 
 
Contact Information 
505 Tremont St., #907 
Boston, MA 02116 

 
 
617-267-5055 
cstargum@gmail.com 
 
 

Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 1 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue Outreach/keruv committee, InterfaithFamily.com Board Member, 
Mayyim Hayyim 
 
Other relevant information: MSW 
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Marion L. Usher, Ph.D. 
Washington DCJCC 
 

Professional Bio 
 
Clinical Professor, Depatment of Psychiatry, George 
Washington University School of Medicine; Faculty member, 
The Clinical Social Work Institute; created the interfaith 
programs at the Washington DCJCC; lead workshops at Adas 
Isreal Congreagation in DC; pPublished articles for 
InterfaithFamily.com, The Jewish Week, American Family 
Therapy Academies; private Practice in DC. 
 

Organization Description 
 
The Washington DC Jewish Community Center is an urban center with a daily preschool and 
festivals for music and literature, and film and a first class theatre. The mission is to be open to 
the community in a variety of ways, some through the fitness center, others through our many 
classes from Hebrew to Wine tasting. Its population is more than half young professionals under 
40. Two congregations meet here on shabbat, one with outreach to the gay and lesbian 
community and the other an egalitarian traditional group. We are non denominational in our programming with 
respect for all Jews and others in our community. 
 
Contact Information 
Washington DCJCC 
2021 Hillyer Place NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

 
 
(202) 667-6755 
marionusher@aol.com 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 12 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 12 
 
Organizational membership: JCC, Synagogue, JCC 
 
Other relevant information: Want to explore new ways of outreach with film and the Internet 



 

Page 47 

  
 
Julie Warwick 
Mothers Circle Facilitator  
Jewish Family Services  

Professional Bio 
 
Julie Warwick is a Jewish Storyteller and Family educator in 
the Greater Seattle Area. This year she has taken on the 
position as Mothers Circle facilitator and is loving it. She can be 
seen throughout the Seattle area inspiring and teaching 
parents and children to do Jewish together. She has a degree 
in Music Education from Indiana University and is always 
engaged in her own Jewish learning. She has presented many 
workshops on family education and Storytelling with CAJE and 
other Jewish organizations. 

 
Organization Description  
 
The Mothers Circle Program is an umbrella of free educational 
programs and resources for non-Jewish women raising Jewish children 
within the context of intermarriage or a committed relationship, 
sponsored by the Jewish Outreach Institute through a grant from the 
Marcus Foundation. The Mothers Circle began as a pilot program in 
Atlanta, but is now a national program. There are three ways to participate in The Mothers Circle, all of them free: 
National Listserve, Mothers Circle: The Course – an eight-month educational course offering an introduction to 
Jewish practices and ethics intended specifically for non-Jewish women raising Jewish children. 
 
Founded in 1892, Jewish Family Service provides 
comprehensive social services to the Jewish and general 
communities of Greater Seattle. The agency's mission, to help 
people help themselves, is fulfilled by multiple programs that offer support, stability, security and solutions for 
families and people of all ages challenged by poverty, aging, disability, domestic violence and resettlement. 
Workshops, events and counseling services enrich parents, families and individuals in diverse circumstances 
throughout the life cycle. Programs are supported by an extensive corps of volunteers. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Family Service 
11820 NE 30th Pl 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

 
 
(425) 889-1460  
juliewarwick@comcast.net  
 

 
Years with organization: 1 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 6 
 
Organizational membership: synagogue, Hadassah, CAJE 
 
Other relevant information: Storyteller and musician 
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Julie Webb 
Director of Outreach and Membership 
Union for Reform Judaism Great Lakes and 
Northeast Lakes Regions 

Professional Bio 
 
Julie Webb is the Director of Outreach and Membership for the 
Union for Reform Judaism Great Lakes and Northeast Lakes 
Regions. Her expertise is in the areas of Reform Jewish 
outreach, membership and synagogue community-building. 
She has served as a scholar and presenter at multiple 
congregations, sisterhood programs, conferences and 
trainings. Julie has led marketing, public relations and 
development programs for 20 years in not-for-profit 
organizations at the local, regional and national levels. She has 
her Masters in Mass Communication and Bachelors in 
Journalism from Bowling Green State University in Ohio. She is 
a past member of Board of Directors and Sisterhood Board for 
Congregation B‘nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim in Glenview, Illinois, 
where she recently served as Ritual Chair and worship leader 
for Jewish Festival celebrations. Julie is married to Michael 
Taitel and is the mother of two children, daughter Jordan and 
son Jacob. 
 

 
Organization Description 
 
The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Movement 
in North America, was founded in Cincinnati in 1873 by Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise as the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has 
grown from an initial membership of 34 congregations in 28 cities to more 
than 900 congregations in the United States, Canada, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the 
largest Jewish movement in North America and represents an estimated 1.5 million Jews. At the Union's 2003 
Biennial convention the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to change the name of the organization to the 
Union for Reform Judaism. As the congregational arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary 
mission to create and sustain vibrant Jewish congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union provides 
leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, ethical, and political issues as well as materials and 
consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union also provides opportunities for individual growth and 
identity that congregations and individuals cannot provide by themselves, including camps and Israel programs, 
study kallot, and North American and regional biennials. 
 
Contact Information 
Union for Reform Judaism 
555 Skokie Blvd Ste. 333 
Northbrook, IL 60062 

 
 
(847) 239-6976 
jwebb@urj.org 
 
 

 
Years with organization: 6 
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 6 
 
Organizational membership: Synagogue, Union for Reform Judaism 
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Lynne Wolfe 
Jewish Outreach Services 

Professional Bio 
 
Created and directed PATHWAYS, Outreach to Intermarried Families, United 
Jewish Communities of MetroWest, New Jersey.  PATHWAYS were programs 
and services that included: * Sunday school programs for intermarried families to 
teach children and parents about their Jewish heritage.  * Discussion groups for 
couples and parents of the intermarried which give them the opportunity to 
explore religious identity and concerns dealing with intermarriage.  * quarterly 
newsletter which featured welcoming calendar information within the Jewish 
community and articles on the issues presented by intermarriage.  *  Convened 
panels, conferences, spoke to interested groups, and offered referrals to 
resources within the Jewish community.  Lynne has consulted with Federations, 
their agencies, Foundations, and different synagogue movements throughout the 
country helping them to begin programming for intermarried families.  She has 
presented at many forums including the General Assembly of the United Jewish 
Communities, the Jewish Outreach Institute Conferences, and at meetings 
sponsored by the Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionist movements.  She 
has also participated in the writing of “First Steps: A Manual for Introductory 
Education Programs for Interfaith Families,” a publication of the Reform 
movement.  On June 10, 2004 Lynne was inducted as a charter member into the 
Jewish Outreach Institute’s “Outreach Hall of Fame” in recognition for her 
innovative work, dedication, and achievement in creating a more inclusive 
community to previously disenfranchised intermarried families. Presently, she is 
a member of the Planning Group of InterfaithFamily.com’s Professional Advisory 
Circle and does programs for interfaith families at a Reform and a Conservative 
synagogue in Northern New Jersey. Ms Wolfe has been a teacher and 
administrator in a variety of settings, both secular and Jewish.  Her involvement 
in Jewish activities includes assisting in organizing two synagogue schools, one 
in Twinsburg, Ohio and the other in Walnut Creek, California.  She supervised 
the Tikun Olam program for 100 Bar/Bat Mitzvah age children at Temple Isaiah 
in Lafayette, CA.  In the secular realm she coordinated the efforts of two schools 
to achieve Middle States accreditation.  She also administered private and public 
school programs for developmentally disabled and emotionally disturbed 
children. 

 
Organization Description 
 
Presently, I am a consultant in Outreach to Intermarried through programmatic efforts and grant writing; and am 
doing programs at two synagogues on a regular basis. 
 
Contact Information 
Jewish Outreach Services 
42 Fowler Drive 
West Orange, NJ 07052 

 
 
(973) 325-2494 
howlynne@aol.com 

 
Years with organization: 1.5                                                  
 
Years working in the field of outreach: 16 
 
Other relevant information: I am enthusiastic about working with intermarried families and always using my 
expertise where needed! 

 


