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Welcome to the second issue of The
Connection, our semi-annual progress
report.

I strongly believe that encouraging more
interfaith families to make Jewish choices for
themselves and their children, and 
encouraging the Jewish community to be
more welcoming of those families, will
enhance Jewish continuity. From my own
experience, and that of many friends, I know
what a positive difference a welcoming
approach can have. That’s why the work of
InterfaithFamily.com is so valuable, and why 
I am so proud of what we’ve done over the
past six months.

You will find helpful articles in recent issues
of our Web magazine on subjects such as
coping with infertility and adoption,
welcoming babies, grandparenting,
non-Jewish parents raising Jewish children,
and parenting teens and college-age kids.
Our Connections In Your Area organization
and event calendar is growing, now hosting
almost 250 participating organizations.
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The Connection
Our publisher Edmund Case continues his
advocacy speaking and writing, garnering
increased mention in the secular 
media--including in Time magazine! 

InterfaithFamily.com has been in a “start-up”
mode for the past three years. We have built
a strong foundation to expand our base. We
have added five new directors since March,
building a national presence with members
from Berkeley CA and Princeton NJ. We are
pleased to welcome an eminent
Conservative Rabbi, Harold Schulweis, to our
Advisory Board. Watch for a complete 
re-design of our website with e-mail 
communications and “constituent relation-
ships management” technology to better
serve you.

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors,
thank you for your interest in
InterfaithFamily.com! 

Please join us in our important work!

Esta Epstein
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Educating
and Supporting Interfaith Families 
Our goal is to publish material that is relevant, helpful, and supportive of interfaith families 
exploring Jewish life. Since last Spring, in addition to covering recurring topics like weddings 
and the Jewish High Holidays, we’ve published:

■ a special three-part series on welcoming babies, with one issue focusing on infertility and 
adoption issues that some interfaith couples grapple with;

■ two issues filled with helpful suggestions for grandparents who want to pass on religious 
traditions to grandchildren whose parents are intermarried; and

■ several issues on diverse aspects of child-raising, including issues on non-Jewish parents 
raising Jewish children, and on raising teens and college-age kids.

Our Archive now contains over 1,000 articles on every topic of interest to people in interfaith 
relationships.

In the past six months, our most popular article, measured by referrals by readers to their friends,
continued to be A Catholic Priest’s Perspective on Interfaith Marriage, by Father Walter Cuenin.

Another very popular article addressed the interfaith family connections of a presidential candidate:
John Kerry’s Jewish Brother, by Sharon Luckerman.

Other frequently-referred articles include:

• Will Gibson Film on Jesus Poison Jewish-Christian Ties? by Joe Berkofsky;
• Confessions of a Non-Jewish Insider, by John M. Blumers; and
• My Big Fat Interfaith Lesbian Wedding, by Cynthia Kalish.

We welcome your input--please contact our editor, Ronnie Friedland, at ronnief@interfaithfamily.com
if you’re interested in writing, or to suggest topics you’d like us to address.

From Our Readers

“What IFF is doing is so vital,
and crucial to helping people
make Jewish choices. So
many people I've met through
my URJ fellowship have
expressed their gratitude for
the site's existence.”
Andi R, August 31

“Thanks for being such an 
eloquent voice for the wel-
come of interfaith couples--
you are needed!”
Kathy K, May 18

“I went right to
InterfaithFamily.com, certain 
that I would find there just
what I needed, and sure
enough, there it was.”
Cheryl C, May 2

“Keep up the good work.
It's important that we greet
these folks with positive 
feelings about their Jewish
connection.”
Rabbi Paul L, June 24 uilding Community

We continue to hear from readers that InterfaithFamily.com makes them feel that they are not alone
and that learning how others have dealt with situations is most helpful to them. Our moderated
online discussions continue to be places where readers actively “talk” with and learn from each other.
Here are excerpts from what we’ve heard from readers recently: 

• I'm not sure how I got invited to this discussion, but I wish I had joined a similar one when I was
trying to decide about my life's partner. Carolyn, August 27

• My husband and I are always amazed at how many interfaith couples there are out there, even
though we can't find many close to home. Thank you so much for your helpful information.
Leslie C, April 29

• I didn't know that so many grandparents, Christian and Jewish, were dealing with the same 
emotions. Mary B (a Christian grandmother), August 16

• This web site has given me a lot of insight. Thanks to everyone!! Lisa, July 26

• Your website has been a tremendous help in planning our wedding. In France, the Jewish community
is very closed. Thank you again. Jerome C (Paris, France) June 22

• In England things are a little more behind in acceptance and you are left feeling quite alone.
Please keep up the great work, soon we plan to start our own little interfaith family and I will need
your support then too! Jo H (London, England), April 23

We also build community when we help readers connect with welcoming Jewish organizations in their
local communities listed in Connections In Your Area. Readers recently have asked for help finding
synagogues that are “interfaith friendly,” High Holiday services, Israeli families in our Network, thera-
pists with experience working with interfaith couples, and clergy for life-cycle events. We’re also glad
to see our content used in programming at synagogues, JCCs and other Jewish organizations; one
educator recently sought help with materials to address “questions that children of interfaith parents
ask.”
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Connecting
Interfaith Families to 
Local Jewish Communities
The first year of our PlanitJewish/InterfaithFamily.com Connections
In Your Area system has been a great success. In September the
system had over 2,600 unique visitors and almost 6,000 visitor 
sessions. We thank the Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund for the 
generous funding that made this initiative possible.

Connections In Your Area is a powerful system that allows users to
find welcoming organizations and events in their local Jewish
communities. They can then RSVP for programs, receive reminders
of programs of interest, and add program events to their personal 
calendars.

As of September, there were almost 250 participating organizations,
representing a variety of synagogues, JCCs, Jewish Family Service
agencies, and other Jewish organizations. Many organizations tell us
that newcomers come to them after finding them on Connections In
Your Area.

In addition to individual organization listings, we’ve received gener-
ous funding from federations, foundations and individuals to create
four “community pages”--for Boston, San Francisco, the San
Francisco East Bay area, and Greater Washington DC--that allow
users to learn, in one place, about all of the organizations in those
communities that welcome participation by interfaith families.

We’d be glad to list your organization, or talk with you about creating
a community page where you live--email us at 
connections@interfaithfamily.com.

Advocating
for Inclusive Attitudes, 
Policies and Practices
The InterfaithFamily.com Network continues its work as the leading
grass-roots advocate for a Jewish community that is welcoming and
inclusive of interfaith families.

• We’ve submitted to two publishers a manuscript of a book that
includes the essays submitted in our “We’re Interfaith Families…
Connecting with Jewish Life” Essay Contest (made possible by 
generous support from the Walter & Elise Haas Fund) and a report 
on the lessons that can be drawn from the essays.

• Edmund Case’s op-ed, Social Science and the Intermarriage Debate,
which responds to Sylvia Barack Fishman’s book Double or Nothing?
Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage, was syndicated by the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency and appeared in numerous Jewish 
newspapers around the country.

We’ve had many speaking engagements in the past six months, with
more coming soon: 

• Speaking at the Reform Movement’s national Commission on
Outreach and Synagogue Community in May in New York;

• Facilitating a panel at the United Jewish Communities’ Hadesh West
conference in June in Los Angeles;

• Facilitating and participating in panels at the Jewish Outreach
Institute’s national outreach conference in June in Boston;

• Facilitating and participating in panels at the Faithways Interfaith
Family Support Network Conference in October in Philadelphia;

• Speaking to the outreach professionals group of Greater Washington
DC in October;

• Making a presentation to interfaith families in October in Berkeley CA;

• Delivering opening remarks at the All in the Jewish Family Pathways
conference in November in New Jersey; and 

• Exhibiting at the United Jewish Communities’ General Assembly in
November in Cleveland.

Our advocacy efforts are strengthened when we represent increasing
numbers of members. We now have over 500 Associate Members, who
ask to be included among the people that the Network represents, and
over 485 Supporting Members, who have made a dues contribution of
$36 or more. If you’re not a Supporting Member yet--please join us!

Getting the 
Word Out
We’re pleased with our steady readership growth--our e-letter now
goes to over 8,500 subscribers--and increasing mentions of
InterfaithFamily.com in the press. In the past six months the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency syndicated two of our articles--Interfaith Infertility
Issues, by Ellen Glazer, and The High Holy Days Through Interfaith
Eyes, by Edmund Case--that then appeared in Jewish newspapers all
over the country. Jewish newspapers have also picked up many other
articles we published, especially when written by local authors. In a
new arena, we’re sponsoring films with intermarriage themes at Jewish
film festivals in Boston and Washington DC in November.

We’re even more excited by inroads we’ve made into the secular
media, which reaches much more of our target audience:

• We were featured in a September 27 story in Time magazine by
Sally Stich about grandparents with grandchildren raised in a 
different religion;

• A Palm Beach Post article by Elizabeth Clarke about interfaith fami-
lies at the Jewish High Holidays was reprinted in Cox News Service
newspapers all over the country; 

• We wrote an article about tolerance for ParentGuide, a metropolitan 
New York parenting newspaper; and

• We’re conducting an online survey about the Hanukkah and
Christmas experiences of interfaith families, which will be the basis
for stories in the secular press this December.

Coming Soon!!
Expect to see exciting changes from InterfaithFamily.com in 
the coming months. We’re redesigning our website and our 
e-letters for a new updated look, easier navigation, more 
powerful searches, and better access to our Archive of over
1000 articles. We’re adding personalization to deliver content
tailored to your interests. As always, we welcome your input--
if you’d like to share you thoughts or suggestions, please email 
us at network@interfaithfamily.com.



aking Our Work Possible
InterfaithFamily.com relies on grants and tax-deductible charitable contributions to make our work 
possible. We plan to increase our expense budget from $270,000 in 2004 to $420,000 in 2005 
to accomplish our objectives.

We are grateful to each and every one of the over 485 individuals who have given $36 (or more) to
become Supporting Members of the InterfaithFamily.com Network. In this issue of The Connection, we
want to give special thanks to those institutions and individuals who made “major” gifts, in 2003 and/or
2004 (through September 30, 2004), of $500 or more. (And we’re very pleased to announce that 
shortly after September 30, we were notified of a $20,000 grant from the Koret Foundation of 
San Francisco!)

M
We Welcome Your Interest

InterfaithFamily.com today is a

unique and critically important

resource to interfaith families and to

the Jewish community, and we are

poised to expand our important

message of welcome to a vastly

larger audience. 

To learn more about our work,

please contact Edmund Case at

edc@interfaithfamily.com or 

617 581 6805.
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Our position remains unique among the organizations working to make the Jewish communal
response to intermarriage a positive one. InterfaithFamily.com is the only national organization 
that focuses on reaching, working with and encouraging interfaith families themselves, and 
advocating on a grass-roots level as their "voice"--a voice that must continue to be heard.


