
 
 

News from the Network - Spring 2003 
 
On January 31, 2002, we announced the creation of the InterfaithFamily.com Network 
(covered in a Forward story titled "New Organization to Be Voice of Interfaith Families"). 
 
Getting the Word Out 
 
During 2002, the Network played a leading role in pro-outreach advocacy: 
 

• We had a letter to the editor published in The Jewish Journal North of Boston in 
January about the importance of using careful language and not demeaning 
intermarriage when trying to promote in-marriage and conversion 

 
• We had a letter to the editor published in the Boston Jewish Advocate in January 

criticizing a federation leader for describing intermarriage as "bloodless genocide that 
is decimating our numbers" (at a subsequent meeting in July, the leader 
acknowledged that he had changed his language as a result of our comments) 

 
• We published an article in InterfaithFamily.com in March that commented on a series 

of counter-productive positions taken by Jewish leaders: Demographer Steven Cohen 
arguing that a recent survey had inflated the numbers of the Reform Movement by 
including non-Jews; the Reform Movement's rabbinical association affirming the ban 
on intermarried candidates being admitted to the Reform seminary; and the director 
of the Conservative Movement's Ramah camps saying that the camps needed to do 
more to discourage intermarriage and re-affirming that the camps would not admit 
children of non-Jewish mothers 

 
• We were quoted in the Forward's May 31 front-page story about rabbinic officiation 

at intermarriages 
 

• We had a letter to the editor published in The Jerusalem Report in August 
commenting on a column that implied that an insincere conversion was better than 
any intermarriage 

 
• We had a letter to the editor published in The New York Jewish Week in August 

criticizing the view of some Jews, reported in that newspaper, that it was wrong for 
Janis Coulter, a victim of the Hebrew University bombing who had converted to 
Judaism, to have attended a church funeral for her Christian mother 

 
• We had an op-ed essay published in the Forward in October (in anticipation of the 

then-expected November release of the rate of intermarriage in the year 2000 
National Jewish Population Survey) urging that the Jewish community’s response 
should be to maximize efforts to welcome interfaith families 

 
• We spoke at the United Jewish Communities’ General Assembly in November at 

“Reaching Out: An Intergenerational Forum” panel with Jack Wertheimer, one of the 
leading opponents of outreach to the intermarried 

 
• We participated in the Jerusalem Report’s “Back Page” debate in December: “Should 

efforts be made to draw interfaith couples into the Jewish community?” 



 
In 2003, we had a letter to the editor published in The Canadian Jewish News countering a 
rabbi’s argument that intermarried Jews (along with their non-Jewish partners) should be 
denied synagogue membership. 
 
Partnering with Other Organizations 
 
We are always looking for opportunities to join forces with others who share our vision of a 
welcoming Jewish community: 
 

• We attended the Israel rally in Washington DC in April 2002 and had a letter to the 
editor published in the Forward in early May arguing that welcoming interfaith 
families to the Jewish community would increase political support for Israel 

 
• We co-sponsored the Anti-Defamation League’s “Break the Wave of Hate” campaign 

against the rise in global anti-Semitism (covered in the Forward in May 2002) 
 
The Work Goes On 
 
With the arrival of 2003, we continue to solidify our position as the leading grassroots 
advocate for a Jewish community that is welcoming and inclusive of interfaith families: 
 

• We started the “Save Reform Outreach” campaign in January, urging the leadership 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to reconsider and reverse its 
decision to lay off as of March 31, because of budgetary constraints, the thirteen 
regional outreach directors in its national outreach department. We encouraged 
synagogues to pass resolutions asking the leadership to reconsider and encouraged 
an effort to raise funds to preserve the positions. On April 3, 2003, Rabbi Eric Yoffie, 
president of the UAHC, announced to congregational rabbis and presidents that 
sufficient funds had been raised to preserve the positions in three regions and that 
fund-raising was ongoing in other regions. The Network played a key role in 
publicizing the decision and preserving the positions. Complete details on this 
campaign are available at www.interfaithfamily.com/savereformoutreach  

 
• We announced in April the “We’re Interfaith Families … Connecting With Jewish Life” 

Essay Contest, made possible by the continued support of the Walter & Elise Haas 
Fund. The contest offers a $1,000 grand prize as well as additional prizes in 
categories for parents, grandparents, children of intermarried parents, and others 
involved in interfaith relationships to tell their personal stories of Jewish engagement 
and identity. Entrants can clarify their own thoughts and feelings on interfaith family 
issues, help other people who may feel alone in dealing with the same issues, and 
help shape the Jewish community's response to intermarriage. We plan to publish 
the winning essays, and many others, on InterfaithFamily.com, and in a book 

 
Looking to the Future 
 
Our plans for the future of the InterfaithFamily.com Network include: 
 

• Publishing a regular membership newsletter and creating membership list-serves 
that will both connect members to others in their community and solicit their 
thoughts and ideas on the issues we should be addressing 

 
• Offering members special discounts on books, music and programs 

 

• And much, much more … 


