
 

 
 

Update - Spring 2003 
 
We’re pleased to provide this first of what will be regular reports on our progress in fulfilling 
InterfaithFamily.com’s mission: to empower interfaith families to make Jewish choices for 
themselves and their children, and to encourage the Jewish community to be welcoming of 
interfaith families. Our readership continues to reach new highs: 19,900 unique monthly users 
visiting 47,600 times a month. We’re proud of our accomplishments over the past months--but 
know that there is much more work to be done! 
 
Through our website and our advocacy membership association, the InterfaithFamily.com 
Network, we provide useful educational information, build community, connect interfaith 
families to local Jewish communities, and advocate for inclusive attitudes, policies and 
practices. Here’s what we’ve been doing recently in each area: 
 
Providing Useful Educational Information 
 
IFF continues to solidify its position as the leading online resource for interfaith families. In 
January 2003 we published our 100th issue! Our Archive, which makes it easy to access our 
uniquely welcoming material on any subject of interest to people in interfaith relationships, now 
contains over 550 articles--the broadest base of writing on interfaith family issues available 
anywhere—and over 100 online discussions. Our outstanding editor, Ronnie Friedland, is responsible 
for finding our writers and editing their submissions for our Internet magazine. 
 
In recent months, bi-weekly issues of the magazine have addressed recurring topics, such as birth 
ceremonies, the December holidays, and Passover and Easter. In addition, we ran a special four-part 
series on conversion (with a diverse set of perspectives, including writers who had converted, some 
who hadn’t, and relatives of converts) and another four-part series on multicultural and multiracial 
interfaith families (including special issues on Jewish-Muslim relationships). In upcoming issues, we’ll 
look at interdating, divorce, weddings, and “religious journeys.”  
 
When we asked readers to tell us, for our 100th issue, what InterfaithFamily.com had meant to 
them, they used adjectives like “an emotional lifesaver,” “exactly what I needed,” and 
“enlightening and well-balanced.” One said: 
 

“InterfaithFamily.com has been integral to my Jewish journey. I never imagined that I’d be 
seriously contemplating conversion to Judaism. InterfaithFamily.com helped me to visualize 
the issues … Thank you IFF for understanding that the path towards Judaism is not a simple 
yes or no choice that can be made easily.” 

 
Another said: 
 

“When I discovered InterfaithFamily.com I let out a huge sigh of relief! I have found it to be 
comforting and informative. Just knowing it is there as a resource means a lot to me. While I 
actively participate in Jewish holidays and tradition, and fully support our sons’ Jewish 
religious education, I have decided not to convert. Being in this position requires a lot of 
support, much of which I have been hard-pressed to find in my community. Thank you for 
being there … as a place to go where I know I am not alone.” 

 



 
Our ground-breaking book, The Guide to Jewish Interfaith Family Life: An 
InterfaithFamily.com Handbook (Jewish Lights) is now in its second printing. We are also 
planning to have a second book published, as a result of our Essay Contest--more on that below! 
 
Building Community 
 
For our 100th issue, several readers said that InterfaithFamily.com makes them feel that they 
are not alone and that learning how others have dealt with situations is most helpful to them. 
Our online discussions boards, which are moderated to ensure that they are welcoming to readers, 
are a place where readers can “talk” with and learn from each other. One of our writers told us: 
 

“When I saw other readers posting comments on the discussion board in response to my 
column I was very flattered … that people found my experiences interesting enough not only 
to read, but to discuss afterwards. One time a reader posted some inflammatory remarks. It 
was amazing to see other readers step in, scold the offender and begin a heated debate 
around the issues I had raised.” 

 
We’re planning to add to our online community building by offering list serve discussion groups 
(which allows people to subscribe to an email list of all messages sent and respond to them). In 
addition, one of the long-term goals of the InterfaithFamily.com Network is to enable members to 
meet one another either online, or in person in their local communities. As we add members, we’ll 
begin to facilitate formation of such groups. In September 2002 we welcomed Kathy Bloomfield to 
our staff as Director of Community Development, responsible for moderating our online discussions, 
connecting people to local outreach programs, and building membership in the Network--more on 
that below!   
 
Connecting Interfaith Families to Local Jewish Communities 
 
We began the “Connections In Your Area” section of our website with comprehensive listings of 
outreach programs of interest in Boston and the San Francisco Bay Area, and most recently added 
Washington DC. We also offer selected information about programs in over 30 other communities.  
 
With funding from the Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund, and in partnership with 
PlanitJewish.com, “Connections In Your Area” will soon become a nation-wide, automated, 
searchable calendar, allowing people across the US and Canada to find out what programs for 
people in interfaith relationships are available in their local community. PlanitJewish.com has 
developed a powerful, personalized calendar system (now in use in San Francisco and in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul) that will be customized for InterfaithFamily.com’s readers. 
 
Advocating for Inclusive Attitudes, Policies and Practices 
 
IFF continues its work as the leading grass-roots advocate for a Jewish community that is 
welcoming and inclusive of interfaith families. The accompanying “News from the Network” 
details all of our advocacy activities--letters to the editor, op-ed essays, quotes and mentions in 
articles, and partnerships with others--in 2002 and so far in 2003.  
 
The Jewish community is awaiting the results--including the intermarriage rate--of the 2000 National 
Jewish Population Survey. When the results were expected in November 2002, we had an important 
op-ed essay published in the Forward arguing that no matter what the rate, the key is to maximize 
efforts to welcome interfaith families. At the United Jewish Communities’ General Assembly in 
November, we participated on a panel with one of the leading opponents of outreach.  
 
In January 2003 the Network initiated its “Save Reform Outreach” campaign, an effort to 
persuade the leadership of the Reform Movement to reverse a decision to eliminate the Movement’s 
thirteen outreach director positions in regions around the country due to budget shortfalls. We are 
pleased to report that three of the positions have been preserved, and fund-raising is ongoing to 



 
save positions in other regions. The Network played a key role in helping to publicize the decision 
and preserve the positions! 
 
In April 2003 we announced the Network’s “We’re Interfaith Families … Connecting with 
Jewish Life” Essay Contest, a campaign to raise awareness made possible by continued support 
from the Walter & Elise Haas Fund. The contest offers a $1,000 grand prize as well as additional 
prizes for personal stories of Jewish engagement and identity in categories for parents, 
grandparents, children of intermarried parents, and others involved in interfaith relationships. In 
part, these essays will help counter the most recent strategy of opponents of outreach to question 
the quality of the Jewish life of interfaith families who say they are raising their children as Jews. 
Entrants will help other people who may feel alone in dealing with the same issues, and help shape 
the Jewish community's response to intermarriage. We plan to publish the winning essays, and 
many others, on InterfaithFamily.com, and in a book. The contest has received very favorable 
publicity, including a prominent story in The New York Jewish Week. 
 
One of our main challenges is increasing membership in the Network. We currently have 
approximately 5,400 “Subscribers”--people to whom we send our bi-weekly “e-letters” announcing 
new issues of our Internet magazine. We have two levels of Members in the  
Network--"Associate Members” who give us their name and mail address and ask to be included 
among the people that the Network represents, and “Supporting Members” who in addition make 
an annual dues contribution of $36 or more. In April 2003 we had over 180 Associate Members, over 
370 Supporting Members, and started a new membership drive offering Supporting Members the 
choice of one of three specially-selected gifts to thank them for their support. 
 
Getting the Word Out 
 
Another main challenge is marketing. We offer an excellent resource and service, and our 
readership steadily increases, but we need to greatly expand awareness of InterfaithFamily.com in 
the one million interfaith families in North America. Here are some of the ways we do that: 
• We carefully monitor our search engine placement and recently went through a search engine 

optimization effort. When people put most keywords that relate to our work into search engines, 
InterfaithFamily.com comes up high in the results. 

• In 2002 we were involved in 18 speaking engagements, and in 2003 will appear in Philadelphia, 
a major Conservative synagogue in the Boston area, the Conference of Rural New England Jews, 
and the CAJE (Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education) conference, among others.  

• We generate media stories, most recently with a major story in Hadassah Magazine, which has 
the second-highest circulation of any Jewish publication.  

• We generate mentions in other organizations' communications and links to their websites; most 
recently we established an InterfaithFamily.com “channel” on Jewish.com (which claims a 
100,000 person email list).  

• We are actively developing relationships with Jewish organizations including Federations, JCC’s, 
Hillels (whose director of Jewish student life is one of our Essay Contest judges), the National 
Stepping Stones Institute, and segments of the Conservative movement (whose director of the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs is another of our Essay Contest judges). 

 
Making Our Work Possible 
 
InterfaithFamily.com depends on grants and tax-deductible charitable contributions to make our 
work possible. We enjoy the support of an involved Board of Directors and other individuals. In 
September 2002 we created an Honorary Board. 
 
For several years, we have been the very fortunate recipients of funding from the Richard & Rhoda 
Goldman Fund, the Walter & Elise Haas Fund, and Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Boston. We 
recently added the Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation to our institutional supporters.  
 



 
In a difficult environment of reduced asset values and increased Israel-related funding needs, we 
need to expand our individual and foundation support. We operate under a Long-Range Plan 
developed in mid-2002, and our "core" expense budget for 2003 is $250,000. Funding permitting, 
we would increase those expenses to $320,000 in 2003 and to $425,000 by 2005, to accomplish our 
Long-Range Plan objectives.  
 
Much Remains to be Done 
 
When the results of the 2000 National Jewish Population Survey finally are released, the organized 
Jewish community's attention will return to how the community should respond to what will 
doubtless be a continuing high rate of intermarriage. If the past is any indicator, many will again 
attack intermarriage and oppose outreach. 
 
Our position is unique among the three national organizations working to make the Jewish 
communal response a positive one. The Reform Movement's national outreach department, with 
which we enjoy an excellent relationship, focuses on Reform synagogues and recently reduced its 
regional staff. We have a cooperative, complementary relationship with the Jewish Outreach 
Institute, which focuses on research and program and professional development. 
InterfaithFamily.com is the only national organization that focuses on reaching, working 
with and encouraging interfaith families themselves, and advocating on a grass-roots 
level as their "voice"--a voice that must continue to be heard.  
 
Much work remains to be done. Recently, we responded to a rabbi who published an op-ed in an 
important Jewish newspaper arguing that not only the non-Jewish spouse, but also the Jewish 
spouse in an intermarriage should be denied synagogue membership. In another recent instance, we 
were told by the parent organization of one of the Jewish community’s leading national associations 
that they would not work with InterfaithFamily.com because we provided a link on our website to a 
site which offers a list of rabbis who officiate at intermarriages. The Jewish community needs to 
adopt more realistic and positive attitudes that would encourage interfaith families to get involved in 
Jewish life. 
 
On the positive side, we often hear from grateful readers thanking us for the resources and services 
that we provide (these are some actual comments, with emphasis added): 
 
• "Your work on Interfaithfamily.com is outstanding.  I have referred many people to the 

website." (from a rabbi) 
• "The [book], I sincerely believe, will make a huge difference in whether the couple will … 

raise their kids Jewish…. affect[ing] many couples who are honestly searching to find their 
own way with this issue." (from a cantor) 

• "Thank you so much for the information. I have contacted the synagogue you mentioned and 
they are sending me a packet…. I am always shy about contacting a synagogue because I'm 
afraid of offending someone (coming from a church and not being familiar with the common 
Jewish terms and vocabulary). I enjoy your website and you are truly benefiting people like 
me who are without support groups and don't know where to go." 

• "I think the work you're doing is terrific…. It's so important for Jews, as a people, to bring new 
people into the community rather than drive good people away by being close-minded." 

 
We Welcome Your Interest 
 
InterfaithFamily.com today is a unique and critically important resource and service to interfaith 
families and to the Jewish community, and we are poised to expand our important message of 
welcome to a vastly larger audience. We hope you are pleased with our accomplishments to date, 
and welcome your interest and support. To learn more about our work, please contact Edmund Case 
at edc@interfaithfamily.com or (617) 965-7700 ext. 205. 



 

 
 

News from the Network - Spring 2003 
 
On January 31, 2002, we announced the creation of the InterfaithFamily.com Network (covered in a 
Forward story titled "New Organization to Be Voice of Interfaith Families"). 
 
Getting the Word Out 
 
During 2002, the Network played a leading role in pro-outreach advocacy: 
 

• We had a letter to the editor published in The Jewish Journal North of Boston in January 
about the importance of using careful language and not demeaning intermarriage when trying 
to promote in-marriage and conversion 

 
• We had a letter to the editor published in the Boston Jewish Advocate in January criticizing a 

federation leader for describing intermarriage as "bloodless genocide that is decimating our 
numbers" (at a subsequent meeting in July, the leader acknowledged that he had changed 
his language as a result of our comments) 

 
• We published an article in InterfaithFamily.com in March that commented on a series of 

counter-productive positions taken by Jewish leaders: Demographer Steven Cohen arguing 
that a recent survey had inflated the numbers of the Reform Movement by including non-
Jews; the Reform Movement's rabbinical association affirming the ban on intermarried 
candidates being admitted to the Reform seminary; and the director of the Conservative 
Movement's Ramah camps saying that the camps needed to do more to discourage 
intermarriage and re-affirming that the camps would not admit children of non-Jewish 
mothers 

 
• We were quoted in the Forward's May 31 front-page story about rabbinic officiation at 

intermarriages 
 

• We had a letter to the editor published in The Jerusalem Report in August commenting on a 
column that implied that an insincere conversion was better than any intermarriage 

 
• We had a letter to the editor published in The New York Jewish Week in August criticizing the 

view of some Jews, reported in that newspaper, that it was wrong for Janis Coulter, a victim 
of the Hebrew University bombing who had converted to Judaism, to have attended a church 
funeral for her Christian mother 

 
• We had an op-ed essay published in the Forward in October (in anticipation of the then-

expected November release of the rate of intermarriage in the year 2000 National Jewish 
Population Survey) urging that the Jewish community’s response should be to maximize 
efforts to welcome interfaith families 

 
• We spoke at the United Jewish Communities’ General Assembly in November at “Reaching 

Out: An Intergenerational Forum” panel with Jack Wertheimer, one of the leading opponents 
of outreach to the intermarried 

 
• We participated in the Jerusalem Report’s “Back Page” debate in December: “Should efforts 

be made to draw interfaith couples into the Jewish community?” 
 



 
In 2003, we had a letter to the editor published in The Canadian Jewish News countering a rabbi’s 
argument that intermarried Jews (along with their non-Jewish partners) should be denied synagogue 
membership. 
 
Partnering with Other Organizations 
 
We are always looking for opportunities to join forces with others who share our vision of a 
welcoming Jewish community: 
 

• We attended the Israel rally in Washington DC in April 2002 and had a letter to the editor 
published in the Forward in early May arguing that welcoming interfaith families to the Jewish 
community would increase political support for Israel 

 
• We co-sponsored the Anti-Defamation League’s “Break the Wave of Hate” campaign against 

the rise in global anti-Semitism (covered in the Forward in May 2002) 
 
The Work Goes On 
 
With the arrival of 2003, we continue to solidify our position as the leading grassroots advocate for a 
Jewish community that is welcoming and inclusive of interfaith families: 
 

• We started the “Save Reform Outreach” campaign in January, urging the leadership of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations to reconsider and reverse its decision to lay off as 
of March 31, because of budgetary constraints, the thirteen regional outreach directors in its 
national outreach department. We encouraged synagogues to pass resolutions asking the 
leadership to reconsider and encouraged an effort to raise funds to preserve the positions. On 
April 3, 2003, Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of the UAHC, announced to congregational rabbis 
and presidents that sufficient funds had been raised to preserve the positions in three regions 
and that fund-raising was ongoing in other regions. The Network played a key role in 
publicizing the decision and preserving the positions. Complete details on this campaign are 
available at www.interfaithfamily.com/savereformoutreach  

 
• We announced in April the “We’re Interfaith Families … Connecting With Jewish Life” Essay 

Contest, made possible by the continued support of the Walter & Elise Haas Fund. The 
contest offers a $1,000 grand prize as well as additional prizes in categories for parents, 
grandparents, children of intermarried parents, and others involved in interfaith relationships 
to tell their personal stories of Jewish engagement and identity. Entrants can clarify their own 
thoughts and feelings on interfaith family issues, help other people who may feel alone in 
dealing with the same issues, and help shape the Jewish community's response to 
intermarriage. We plan to publish the winning essays, and many others, on 
InterfaithFamily.com, and in a book 

 
Looking to the Future 
 
Our plans for the future of the InterfaithFamily.com Network include: 
 

• Publishing a regular membership newsletter and creating membership list-serves that will 
both connect members to others in their community and solicit their thoughts and ideas on 
the issues we should be addressing 

 
• Offering members special discounts on books, music and programs 

 

• And much, much more … 
 
 


