
The Shema - Traditional

    Hear, O Israel: YHWH our God YHWH is one;
     And you shall love YHWH your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these
words which I command you this day shall be upon your
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
(Deuteronomy 6:5-9)
     And if you will obey my commandments which I
command you this day, to love YHWH your God, and to
serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, he will
give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the
later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine
and your oil. And he will give grass in your fields for your
cattle, and you shall eat and be full. Take heed lest your
heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods
and worship them, and the anger of YHWH be kindled
against you, and he shut up the heavens, so that there be no
rain, and the land yield no fruit, and you perish quickly off
the good land which YHWH gives you. You shall therefore
lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul;
and you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall teach
them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting
in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise. And you shall write
them upon the doorposts of your house and upon your gates,
that your days and the days of your children may be
multiplied in the land which YHWH swore to your fathers to
give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.
(Deuteronomy 11:13-21)
     YHWH said to Moses, "Speak to the people of Israel, and
bid them to make tassels on the corners of their garments
throughout their generations, and to put upon the tassel of
each corner a cord of blue; and it shall be to you a tassel to
look upon and remember all the commandments of YHWH,
to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own
eyes, which you are inclined to go after wantonly. So you
shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy
to your God. I am YHWH your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am YHWH your God.
(Numbers 15:37-41)

sj̈ ¤t vÏv§h Ubh ¥v«k¡t vÏv§h k ¥tr̈ §G¦h g ©n §J 

W §cc̈§kÎkf̈ §C Wh ¤v«k¡t vÏv§h , ¥t T̈ §c ©vẗ §u
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i ¥T ¦, t«k vn̈s̈£tv̈ §u rÿn̈ v¤h §v¦hÎt«k §u
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A Humanistic Shema

Hear, Israel, 
Our People is One, Humanity is One

Rabbi Sherwin T. Wine

Loving life
and its mysterious source
With all our heart
And all our spirit,
All our senses and strength,
We take upon ourselves
And into ourselves
These promises:
To care for the earth
And those who live upon it,
To pursue justice and peace,
To love kindness and compassion.
We will teach this to our children
Through the passage of the day – 
As we dwell in our homes
And as we go on our journeys,
From the time we rise
Until we fall asleep.

And may our actions 
Be faithful to our words
That our children’s children
May live to know:
Truth and kindness
Have embraced,
Peace and justice have kissed
And are one.

Marcia Falk
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