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INTerfaIThfamIly, aN orgaNIzaTIoN that 
“supports interfaith families exploring Jewish life,” has 
called on congregations across the U.S. to dedicate this 
month of November to celebrating and supporting our 

interfaith member families. I am thrilled that CDT is a part of this 
effort this year (and thanks to Stacie Garnett-Cook, CDT member 
and staff person at InterfaithFamily, for alerting me to this 
initiative!). 

There are many people who make Dorshei Tzedek what it is, an 
incredible number of folks who dedicate their time, their energy, 
their creativity and their material resources to support all that 
we do here. One subset of those people for whom I have special 
appreciation are our members who are not themselves Jewish but 
who are nonetheless a part of our community. From driving kids to 
Hebrew school every week to playing on the softball team to serving 
on committees to attending Shabbat morning services to stepping 

into leadership roles on our board, we have many members who, 
while not Jewish themselves, have dedicated themselves both to the 
Jewish life of their family and to the life of our community. Some-
times, participation in Jewish family and congregational life leads 
to a decision to formally join the Jewish people and go through a 
conversion process. For others, participation is its own path. 

The whole idea of a Jewish congregation embracing members 
neither born into or choosing Judaism is a relatively new phe-
nomenon. Even the phrase “intermarriage” points to an earlier 
period of time, when someone choosing to marry outside of his/
her ethnic or religious group was perceived as boundary-crossing 
between two distinct communities. For the Jewish community 
specifically, there have rarely been historical periods before this 
one when “outsiders” were actively looking to join a marginalized 
group, and in response, Jewish communities were not particu-
larly welcoming of “the stranger.” Yet in 21st century America, all 
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The CDT Newsletter is published monthly with 
a July-August summer issue. Email articles, 
events, and photos to dtnews@dorsheitzedek.
org by the 15th of the month for the following 
month’s issue.

Volunteer Staff: Josette Akresh-Gonzales 
(chair), Deb Albenberg, John Holohan, Barry 
Ingber, Barbara Pittel, Rachel Ross, Vivienne 
Shein, Emily Shumsky, Michael Singer, Tim 
Rosa (Chair Emeritus)

Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist 
Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and 
inclusive community, and to enhancing Jewish 
practice and learning in the lives of our 
members.
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that has changed. As a Jewish community, 
we embrace people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, some with one Jewish parent, 
some with two, some with none. Most of our 
member households in which one partner is 
not Jewish are not “interfaith” in the sense 
of the non-Jewish partner actively practic-
ing another religion; rather, both adults are 
navigating together what it means to create 
a Jewish household and a Jewish family by 
drawing on their different experiences and 
traditions.

I know that it is not uncomplicated to 
be a non-Jewish member of a Jewish com-
munity, and that there can be a constant 
negotiation of a sense of belonging/not-
belonging (although I am also aware that 
many of our Jewish members experience 
that negotiation as well!).  

After a period of discussion a few years 
ago, we re-examined our various policies re-
garding non-Jewish members and created 
a booklet that explores both policies and 
possibilities for engagement (you can see 
it at http://dorsheitzedek.org/non-jewish-
members-dorshei-tzedek). Some questions 
that continue to resonate for me as a result 
of that process include:

How do I as a rabbi, and how do we as a 
community, support the spiritual journeys 
of our members who are not Jewish?

How do we honor those of our members 
who choose not to convert to Judaism, while 
at the same time honoring the decision of 
those who have gone through a formal pro-
cess of conversion?

How do we honor the special gifts and 
commitments of our members who are not 
Jewish in our work of building community?

On November 1, as we celebrate the bat 
mitzvah of Hannah Steinberg, daughter of 
former CDT President Marc Steinberg and 
current CDT Board member Linda Hsu, we 
will also be acknowledging the special role 
played by our interfaith families and our 
members who are not Jewish. I hope that 
this special celebration can be just a first 
step in acknowledging and affirming this 
important part of our communal life, and 
that we may go from strength to strength 
in the months and years to come.

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists to ensure the maintenance of a good working rela-
tionship between our rabbi and the congregation. While congregants are always welcome 
and encouraged to discuss questions or concerns directly with Rabbi Toba, they may at 
times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison committee. Issues raised by 
congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared with the Rabbi 
in a constructive manner. To discuss a question or concern, contact Cindy Shulak–Rome, 
Rabbinic Liaison Chair at cbsrome@comcast.net.
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For the following 
month’s issue, the 
newsletter is cur-
rently seeking a 

new designer — if 
interested, please 

contact Danny 
Shain at dtnews@ 
dorsheitzedek.

org!
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